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ANNE   R. 

WHereas  OurTrufty  and  Well-beloved,  Rich, 
Smith,  of  Our  City  of  Z.o>j</cw,Bookfellcr,  h 
humbly  reprcfentcd  unco  Us,  chat  he  has,  wi 
great  Labour  andExpcnce>prepared  for  the  Pre 
a  New  Edition  of  the  Sermons,  and  other  Worl 
written  in  Englijb,  bj  the  Kight  Reverend  Fath 
in  God,  Dr.  WiUUm  BtveriAge,  Bifkop  of  St.  <Jfij 
Dcccafed  *,  and  has  therefore  humbly  be  fought  I 
to  grant  him  Our  Royal  Privilege  and  Liccnd 
for  the  fole  Printing  and  Publishing  thereof,  fj 
the  Term  of  Fourteen  Years  :  We  being  willir 
to  give  ail  due  Encouragement  to  Works  of  th 
2sfature5  tending  to  the  Advancement  of  Pie 
and  Learning,  are  graciouily  pleas'd  to  cond 
fcend  to  his  Rcqueft  :  And  do  therefore,  by  the 
jPrefents,  grant  him  the  faid  Ricbtrd  Smith,  his  E 
ccutors,  Adminiirrators  and  Afligns,  Our  Royi  r 
Licence  for  the  fole  Printing  and  Publishing  tfl 
£nglijh  Works  of  the  faid  late  Biihop  of  St.^fa^  { 
for  the  Term  of  Fourteen  Years,  from  the  Daj 
hereof*,  ftridly  forbidding  all  Our  Subjec°ts,witb 
in  Our  Kingdoms  and  Dominions,  to  reprint  tfa 
fame,  either  in  whole  or  in  part ;   or  to  impori 
buy,  vend,  utter,  or  diftribute  any  Copies  thereo'  I 
reprinted  beyond  the  Seas,  during  the  aforefa: 
Term  of  FourteenYears,without  the  Confent  an 
Approbation  of  the  faid  Richard  Smith,  his  Hein 
Executors  and  Afligns,  under  his  or  their  Han<J 
and  Seals  firft  had  and  obtained,  ?s  they  will  a 
fwer  the  contrary  at  their  Perils.     Wh'creo^  th 
Mafler,  Wardens  and  Company  of  Stationers,  a 
to  take  Notice,  that  the  fame  may  be  entred  : 
their  Regifter,  and  that  due  Obedience  be  rei 
tired  thereunto.    Give  n  at  Our  Court  at  KenlTngtoi 
she    $tb  Day  of  June,  170&.  in  the  Seventh  Tear 
Var  Reign. 

By  Her  Majefty's  Command. 

SVNDERLoiX 
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Book  of  PSALMS, 

Collected  into  Engtijh  Metre,  by  Thomas 

Stervholdy  John  Hopkins,  and  others. 

WITH 

Critical  Obfervations 

On  the  late 

NEW   VERSION, 

Compared  with  the  Old. 


By  the  Right  Reverend  Father  m  God, 

William   Be vb ridge,  D.  D. 
Late  Lord  Bifhop  of  St.Jfapb. 


James  v.  ij* 
Is  any  among  you  afflifte<\  *  let  him  pray  ;  //  any 
merry  I  let  bim  fing  Tfalms,  s 
Coi.  iii.  1 6. 
Let  the  Word  of  God  dvoetl  in  you  richly,  in  all 
Wifdom  *,  teaching  and  admonijhing  one  ano- 
ther^ in    TfaLrns^  and   Hymns^   and  ffiritual 
Songs  \  finging  mtb  Grace  in  your  Hearts   to 
the  Lord. 


London  :  Printed  for  R.  Smith,  and  fold  by 
W.  Taylor )  at  the  Ship  in  Fater-Nofter- 
Rorp.     i  7  i  o. 


A  Catalogue  of  tlye  Works  of  th+ 
Right  Reverend  Fattier  in  God, 
William  Beveridge,  jD.  D,  late 
Lord  Bifiop  of  S.  Ala  ph. 

DE  Linguarum  Orientalium,  pr&- 
fertim  Hebraicas,  Chaldaicx,  Syri- 
acas,  Arabics,  &  Samaritan;e,prxftantia, 
necefiitate,  &  utilitate  ;  quam  8c  Thco  - 
Jogis  prxftant  &  Philofophis.  Per  Gml. 
Beveridgium.  Contenta  inEpifblaDe- 
dicatoria  fufias  indicantur.  Londini, 
Excudebat  Tbo.  Hpy  croft,  1 658. 

N.  B.  This  was  writ  when  the  Author 

was  about  Eighteen  Tears  of  Age, 

and  pxblifb'd  when  he  was  Twenty, 

Iriftitutionum  Chronologicarum  Li- 

bri  duo  :  Una  cum  totidem  Arithme- 

tices  Chronologies  Libellis.    Per  Guil. 

BeveridgiHm,M.A.  eColl.  S.J  oh.  Cant. 

Londini,   Typis  Tbo.  Roycroft,  &  pro- 

ftant  apud  Gual.  Kettilby,  ad  infignc 

Capitis  Epifcopi  in  vico  vulgo  vocato 

Duck- Lane,  1669. 

STNOaIKON,    five    PandetW 

Canonum  SS.  Apoftolorum  &  Conci- 

liorum  ab  Eccleha  Grseca  receptorum, 

nee  non  Canonicarum  SS.  Patruni  E- 
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piftolarum  ;  una  cum  Scholiis  antiquo- 
rum  fingulis  eorum  annexis,  &  Scriptis 
aliis  hue  fpe&antibus  ;  Quorum  plu- 
rima  e  Bibliothecs  Bodleianae,  alia- 
rumque  MSS.  Codicibus  nunc  pri- 
mum  edita  :  reliqua  cum  iifdem  MSS. 
fumma  fide  8c  diligentia  collata;  To- 
turn  opus  in  duos  Tomos  divifum. 
Gftiliclmus  Beveregius,  Ecclefias  Angli- 
cans presbyter,  recenfuit,  Prolegomi- 
nis  munivit,  8c  Annotationibus  auxit. 
Oxoniiy  c  Theatro  Sheldoniano,  fumpti- 
bus  Guil.  Wells  8c  Rob.  Scott,  Bibliop. 
LonA.  1672. 

Codex  Canonum  Ecclefias  Primitive 
vindkatus  ac  illuftratus,  autore  Guil. 
Sever  egio7  Ecclefiae  Anglicans  presby- 
tero.  Londini,  Typis  S.  Roycroft,  pro- 
ftant  apud  Rob.  Scott,  Bibliop.  Lond. 
1678. 

Private  Thoughts  upon  Religion, 
digefted  into  Twelve  Articles,  with 
Practical  Refolutions  form'd  there- 
upon. By  the  Right  Reverend  Fa- 
ther in  God,  Will.Bevcridpe,  D.D.  late 
Lord  Bifhop  of  St.  slfapE ;  written  in 
his  younger  Years,  fop  the  fettling  of 
his  Principles  and  Conduct  of  his  Life. 

The 


The  Third  Edition.  London,  Printed 
for  Rich.  Smith  in  Exeter-Exchange  in 
the  Strand,  1709.     Price  3/.  6  d. 

- jy<7#,  in  Twelves.      Price 

bound  in  Sheep  is.  2d.  and  1  s.  6  d. 
in  Calf, 

N.  B.  This  Bool  was  mit  when  the 
Author  was  aloptt  Three  cr  Four 
and  Twenty  Tears  old. 

The  Great  NecefTity  and  Advantage 
of  Publick  Prayer  and  Frequent  Com- 
munion, defign'd  to  revive  Primitive 
Piety  ;  with  Meditations,  Ejaculations, 
and  Prayers  before,  at,  and  after  the 
Sacrament.  The  Third  Edition.  By 
the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Will  Beveridge,  D.  D.  late  Lord  Biihop 
of  St.  Jlfap'h.  London,  Printed  for 
R.  Smith  in  Exeter- Exchange  in  the 
Strand,   1 7c 9.     Price  3  s.    %vo. 

The  fame  neatly  printed  in 

Twelves.     Price  bound  in  bheep  1  s. 
2  d.  and  1  /.  6  d.  in  Calf. 

The  true  Nature  of  the  Chrirtian 
Church,  the  Office  of  its  Minifrers, 
and  the  Means  of  Grace  adminiftred 
by  them.  Explained  in  Twelve  Ser- 
mons. By  the  Right  Reverend  Pa- 
A  4  ther 


ther  in  God,  Will  Bweridge,  D*D. 
*ate  Lord  Bifhop  of  St.  AJ'apb.  The 
Second  Edition.  Volume  the  Firft. 
l/mdon,  Printed  for  R.  Smith  in  Exetcr- 
Exchange  in  the  Strand,     Price  5  /. 

The  Being,  Love,  and  other  Attri- 
butes of  God,  as  our  Creator,  Redee- 
mer and  San&ifier.  Uluftrated  in 
Twelve  Sermons.  The  Second  Edi- 
tion. Volume  the  Second.   Price  5  /. 

The  Nature,  Office,  and  Perfon  of 
Chrift  :  in  Fourteen  Sermons.  Vo- 
lume  the   Third.     Price  5  x. 

The  Duties  and  Advantages  of  Chri- 
ftians ;  in  Thirteen  Sermons.  Volume 
the  Fourth.     Price  5  x. 

Sermons  concerning  the  Glory  of 
God  and  the  Salvation  of  Men,  and 
the  Means  of  Advancing  the  one,  and 
Obtaining  the  other ;  among  which 
is  that  Celebrated  Sermon,  concerning 
Reftitution.   Volume  the  Fifth.   Price 

5  r- 

Sermons  concerning  the  Death,  Re- 

furreftion,  and  Afcenfion  of  Chrift, 
and  the  Million  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
Volume  the  Sixth.    Price  5  x. 

Sermons 


Sermons  on  Faith  and  Repentance: 
Volume  the  Seventh.     Price  5  s. 

The  Eighth  Volume  of  Chriftian 
Holinefs,  in  Fourteen  Sermons.  Price 

The  Ninth  Volume,  of  the  Nature, 
Extent,  and  Polity  of  God's  Kingdom 
on  Earth.     Price  5  s. 

Sermons  on  feveral  Occafions.  Vo- 
lume the  Tenth. 

The  Church-Catechifm  explained, 
For  the  Ufe  of  the  Diocefe  o£St.j4fapb. 
Price  1  s.  bound  in  Sheep,  and  x  /, 
4</.  in  Calf. 


BOOKJ  Primed  for  W.Taylor  at  the 
Ship  in  Pater-nofter-Row. 

THree  Short  Treatifes,  aafj«  (1  )  A 
Modeft  Plea  for  the  Clergy.  (2.) 
A  Semen  of  the  Sacerdotal  Benediflion, 
C5V.  (3.)  A  Difcourfe  publifhed  to  un- 
deceive the  People  in  the  Point  of. 
Tythes,  &c.  by  Dr.  George  Hickes,  in 
Defence  of  the  Priefthood  and  True 
Rights  of  the  Church,  againft  the  flan- 
d^rous  and  reproachful  Treatment  of 
the  Clergy  \  in  a  late  Book  of  pernici- 
ous 


ous  and  blafphemous  Doftrines,  entitu- 
te&yJke  Rights  oj  the  Chriflian  Church. 

Bibliotheca  Scriptorum  EccIefiaAnglican^ : 
Or,  A  Colleftion  of  Trafts  relating  to 
the  Government  and  Authority  of  the 
Church,  recommended  by  the  Reverend 
Dr,  George  Hides. 

A  Thorough  Examination  of  the 
felfe  Principles,  and  fallacious  Argu- 
ments advanc'd  againft  the  Chriftian 
Church,  Priefthood,  and  Religion  ;  in  v 
a  late  Book,  ironically  entituied,  The 
Rights  of  the  Chriftian  Church  averted.  In  a  * 
Dialogue  between  Demas  and  Hitrarcka, 
humbly  offered  to  the  Consideration  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  England. 
By  Samuel  Hilly  Reftor  of  KUmington^ 
and  Archdeacon  of  Wells. 

Mr.  Turretin's  Two  Orations  in  De- 
fence of  Epifcopacy,  and  of  compofing 
Differences  among  Proteftants. 

The  Book  of  Common- Prayer,  and 
Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments,  ac- 
cording to  the  life  of  the  Church  of 
England ;  with  the  Pfalms  of  David  pa- 
raphrafed  ,  together  with  the  Lives  of 
the  Apoftles,  and  an  Account  of  the 
Original  of  the  Fafts  and  Feafts  of  the 
Church  ;  with  feveral  of  the  Rubricks 
occafionally  explainU  By  WiUim  Mi* 
cboJs,  D.  D. 
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DEFENCE 

O  F    T  H  E 

BOOK 
PSALMS, 

Colle&ed  into  Englifo  Metre, 
by  Thomas  Sternhold^  John 
Hopkins ,  and  others. 

% 

THE  great  Endeavours  that 
have  been  made,  of  late, 
to  caft  out  the  Old^  and 
bring  in  a  New  Verfun   of  the 
Singing-? [alms  into  our  Church, 
have  made  fo  great  a  Noife  a* 

imong  us,  that  many  muft  needs 
B  be 


2        A  Defence  of  the 

be  thereby  ftirred  up  to  confidcr, 
what  great  Faults  there  are  in 
the  0/2,  for  which  it  may  juftly 
be  eje&ed,  after  fo  long  Pofleffi- 
on-,  and  wherein  the  New  is  fo 
Excellent,  that  both  that,  and 
all  other,  ought  to  give  place  to 
it.  I,  amongft  others,  was  fo 
ftartled  at  the  hearing  iu  that  I 
could  not  be  at  reft  in  my  own 
Mind,  till  I  had  impartially  weigh- 
ed one  Verfion  againft  the  other, 
and  both  againft  the  Text.  When 
I  had  done  that,  I  found  the  one 
fo  very  light  and  airy,  the  other 
fo  grave  and  folid,  that  I  could 
not  think,  that  any  whoconlider 
what  they  do,  would  ever  change 
upon  fuch  unequal  Terms.  But 
afterwards,  I  heard  that  fome  in 
and  about  the  City  of  London, 
had  actually  done  it  }  Which  I 
could  not  but  much  wonder  at, 
and  more,  that  none  of  our  lear- 
ned Divines  have  undertaken  the 

Del 


Old  Singing-V faints.       } 

Defence  of  that,  which  hath  been 
ufed  in  their  own,  and  all  the 
Parifh-Churches  in  England,  Time 
out  of  Mind.  But  they,  perhaps, 
may  look  upon  it  as  Handing  up- 
on fo  firm  a  Bottom,  that  all 
Attempts  againft  it  will,  in  a 
fhort  Time,  come  to  nothing  ; 
And  I  am  much  of  the  fame 
Mind :  Yet  neverthelefs,  hoping 
that  it  may  do  fome  Service  to 
the  Church,  or,  at  leaft,  fhew 
my  Good-will  to  it,  1  fhall  endea- 
vour to  recoiled  and  put  in  or- 
der, fome  of  the  Obfervations 
that  I  have  made  upon  each  Ver* 
Hon,  efpecially  the  Old. 

Fir  st,  therefore,  it  is  a  great 
Prejudice  to  the  New,  that  it  is 
New,  wholly  New  i  For,  whatfo- 
ever  is  new  in  Religion,  at  the 
beft,  is  unnecelTary.  People  ha 
ving  been  religious  before,  they 
may  flill  be  fo,  if  they  mil 
B  2  wr 
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without  it:    Which,  therefore, 
can  be  of  no  real  Advantage  to 
them ;  but  may  do  them  much 
Hurt*    For,  when  a  Thing  hath 
once  been  fettled,  either  by  Law, 
or  Cuflom,  fo  as  to  be  generally 
received  and  ufed  by  them,  for  a 
long  Time  together ;  it  cannot 
be  afterwards  put  down,  and  a 
new  Thing  fet  up  in  its  ftead, 
without  giving  them  great  Of* 
fence  and  Difturbance,  putting 
them  out  of  their  Road,  and  per- 
plexing their  Minds  with  Fears 
and  Doubts,  which  Way  to  take, 
and  inclining  them  alfo  to  have 
an  ill   Opinion  of    the  Church 
they  live  in  :  For,  nothing  is  a 
greater  Blemifh  to  a  Church,  nor 
gives  more  juft  Caufe  to  fufpeft, 
that  all  is  not  right  in  her,  than 
her  not  being  ftedfalt  and  un- 
movabie,  but  fhifting  and  chang- 
ing at  all  Turns.    Which,  there- 
Fore,  every  well-eftablifti'd  Church 

mult 
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muft  endeavour  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  it  is  poflible  ^  fo  as  never  to 
fuffer  any  thing  to  break  in  upon 
its  firft  Eftablifhment,  upon  any 
account,  nor  alter  fo  much  as  a- 
ny  confiderable  Circumftance  in 
it;  but  where  there  is  fuch  an 
abfolute  Necefiity  for  it,  that  the 
Reafon  why  it  is  altered,  may  be 
as  plain  and  evident  to  the  Peo- 
ple, as  that  it  is  fo  •,  that  fo  they 
may  not  be  tempted  to  think, 
that  it  is  altered  only  for  Alte- 
ration's fake  •,  or,  that  fomething 
New  is  brought  in  among  them, 
for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe 
it  is  JNew. 

I  speak  not  this  as  my  own, 
but  as  the  Senfe  alfo  of  Chrifi's 
holy  Catholick  Church,  and  par- 
ticularly that  Part  of  it,  of 
which  I  am  an  unworthy  Mem- 
ber. For  I  have  obferved,  that 
She  hath  all  along  taken  fpecial 
B  3  Care 
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Care  to  avoid  all  Suspicion  of 
Novelty  :  And  for  that  End, 
eftablifhed  all  Things  fo  well,  at 
firft,  that  there  might  be  no  need 
of  adding  any  thing  new  after- 
wards, nor  of  making  any  Alte- 
rations, unlefs  they  were  fuch  as 
no-way  affected  her  firft  Efta- 
blifhment,  but  that  might  always 
continue  the  fame,  as  much  as 
a  Man  is  the  fame,  after  he  hath 
altered  his  Cloaths,  as  he  was  be- 
fore. To  fee  this,  we  need  only 
caft  our  Eye  upon  what  hath  been 
tire  Practice  of  our  Church,  both 
at,  and  ever  fince  the  Reforma- 
tion, from  whence  we  date  our 
prefent  Eftablifhment. 

Our  firft  Reformers  did  not 
undertake  to  make  a  New  Reli- 
gion, but  only  to  reftore  the  Old  : 
They  laid  afide  nothing  but  what 
was  lately  brought  in,  at  leaft, 
in  comparifoa  of  the  old  Do&rine 

and 
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and  Difcipline,  which  they  retai- 
ned, as  having  been  taught  and 
praftifed  by  the  Apoftolical  and 
Primitive  Church,  both  in  the 
Ealt  and  Weft,  before  it  was  cor- 
rupted. And  accordingly,  find- 
ing, by  their  great  Reading,  that 
no  National  Church  was  ever  e- 
ftabli/hed,  without  a  Liturgy,  or 
Form  of  Common- Prayer,  to  be 
ufed  in  the  Service  and  Worfhip 
of  Almighty  God,  they  alfo  com- 
pofed  one  for  the  Ufc  of  this 
Church.  But,  how  did  they  com- 
pofe  it  ?  Not  out  of  their  own 
Heads,  but  out  of  the  holy  Scri- 
ptures, and  fach  Forms  of  Pray- 
ers and  Praifes,  as  had  been  ufed 
long  before,  in  the  belt  and  pureit 
Ages  of  the  Church*  As  when 
they  wanted  a  Colleft,  where- 
with to  conclude  the  Morning 
and  Evening  Prayer  every  Day, 
they  would  not  make  one  of 
their  own>  but  finding. one pro- 
B  4  per 
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per  for  the  Occafion,  in  the  Li- 
turgy of  St.  Chryfofiome^  who  li- 
ved above  a  thoufand  Years  be- 
fore, they  took  that  out  of  the 
faid  Liturgy,  where  it  is  ftill  ex- 
tant, (  about  the  Middle  of  it  ) 
and  put  it  at  the  End  of  theirs. 
The  fame  may  be  obferved  of  the 
other  Prayers,  and  Creeds,  and 
Hymns,  they  being  fuch  as  had 
been  ufed  in  the  Service  of  God, 
by  his  Saints  and  People,  many 
Ages  before  -,  and ,  therefore  , 
might  juftly  be  prefumed  to  be 
more  acceptable  to  Him,  than 
any  new  Inventions.  So  great 
Care  did  our  Reformers  take  to 
keep  to  the  good  old  Way,  which 
the  firft  Chrifiims  walked  in, 
and  to  admit  nothing  that  was 
Mew  into  her  Conftitution,  for 
that  very  Reafon,  becaufe  it 
was  To.  By  which,  among  other 
Means,  this  Church  ftill  holds 
Communion    with    the    whole 

Church 
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Church  of  Chrift  Militant  here 
on  Earth.  Which  is  as  great  an 
Happinefs  to  Us,  as  it  is  an  Ho^ 
nour  to  Her. 

The  firft  Draught  of  this  Li- 
turgy was  made  towards  the  Be- 
ginning of  K.Edward  VTs  Reign  i 
but  before  it  could  be  well  let- 
tied,  the  fame  was  brought  into 
another  Form,  and  eftablifhed  by 
Aft  of  Parliament,  in  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Years  of  the  faid  King. 
But  that  Aft  being  repealed,  in 
the  Reign  of  Queen  Mary,  the 
Liturgy  was  laid  afide  till  Queen 
Elizabeth  came  to  the  Crown. 
And  then,  again,  it  was  found 
ncceflary  to  have  fome  Liturgy 
or  other.  But  did  they  go  about 
to  make  a  New  one  ?  So  far  from 
that,  that  they  only  repealed  the 
forefaid  Aft  of  Repeal,  and  fo 
re-eftablifhed  the  former,  as  it 
was  left  by  King  Edward^  with- 

)3    5  Cat 
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out  innovating  any  thing  in  the 
Subltence  of  it,  nor  making  any 
other  but  one  Alteration  or  Ad- 
dition of  certain  Leflbns,  to  be 
ufed  on  every  Sunday  in  the  Year, 
and  the  Form  of  the  Litany  al- 
tered and  corre&ed,  and  two 
Sentences  only  added  in  the  De- 
livery of  the  Sacrament  to  the 
Communicants*,  and  none  other, 
or  otherwife,  as  appears  from  the 
Aft  for  Uniformity,  Primo  Eliz.. 
by  which  it  was  eftablifhed.  And 
fo  it  continued  all  her  Reign* 
And  when  her  Succeflbr,  King 
James  I.  had  heard  all  the  Obje- 
ctions that  could  be  made  againft 
it,  in  the  Conference  at  Hampton- 
Court,  he,  by  his  own  Authority, 
ratify'd  the  fame,  without  any 
Alterations,  except  in  fome  few 
of  theRubricks;  and  they  alfo 
were  fo  inconfiderable^that  fcarce 
anyinthofe  Days  could  take  no- 
tice of  them  •,  and  there  are  but 

few 
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it  is,  or,  if  fhe  faw  Occafion,  al- 
ter here  and  there  a  Word •,  but 
would  by  no  means  admit  of  a 
New  one,  how  much  foever  it 
was  recommended  to  her.  And, 
therefore,  all  that  have  that  Ho- 
nour for  our  Church,  which  is 
really  due  to  her,  can  need  no 
other  Argument  than  this,  that 
is  drawn  from  her  pious  and 
prudent  Example,  to  perfuade 
them  to  rejeft  all  New  Tranfla- 
tions  of  the  Pfalms,  and  Hill  to 
keep  up  that  which  hath  been 
ufed  ever  fince  the  Reforma- 
tion. 

Which  fuggefts another  Rea- 
fon,  why  they  ought  to  do  fo  : 
For,  as  it  is  a  great  Prejudice  to 
the  New  Translation,  that  it  is 
New  \  fo  it  is  a  great  Advan- 
tage to  the  Old,  that  it  is  Old. 
As  old  as  the  Reformation  itfelf  : 
When  the  Church  (I  fpeak  not 

of 
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of  the  State)  was  inflamed  with 
more  than  ordinary  Zeal  for  the 
Honour  of  God,  and  was,  ac- 
cordingly, influenced  and  actu- 
ated with  an  extraordinary  Mea- 
fure  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  as  it  was 
neceflary  (he  fhould  be,  for  the 
carrying  on  and  finifhing  fo  great 
a  Work  in  that  critical  Junfture* 
Infomuch  that  I  haye  heard  it 
obferved  by  Divines,  as  well  as 
other  confidering  Perfons,  that 
what  was  done  at  that  Time,  is 
fcarce  imitable  in  this.  We  may 
pretend  to  more  Art  and  Lear- 
ning than  they  had  •,  but  we  can- 
not reach  that  Strain  of  Wif- 
dom,  Piety,  and  Devotion,  that 
runs  through  all  their  Writings, 
efpecially  fuch  as  were  defign'd 
for  the  Publick  Service  of  GOD, 
and  his  Church.  And  therefore, 
we  had  need  take  heed  how  we 
meddle  with  any  thing  that  was 
done  at  that  Time  \  at  leaft,  not 
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fay  as  to  lay  it  afide.  If  we  do, 
we  fhall  foon  find  the  Want  of 
it.  For,  notwithftandingall  our 
high  Concerts  of  ourfelves,  we 
Ihall  find  it  difficult,  if  not  im- 
poflible,  to  fubftitute  any  thing 
elfe  in  its  Place,  which  will  an- 
fwer  the  End  for  which  it  was 
defign'd,  fo  well  as  that  doth. 
Wherefore,  the  Tranflation  of 
David's  Pfalms  into  Enghfr  Me- 
tre, which  was  made  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Reformation,  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Edward  VI. 
and  therefore  favours  of  the  Spi- 
rit which  was  then  in  our  Church, 
upon  that  Account,  ought  to  be 
highly  valued,  by  all  that  have 
any  Refpeft  for  the  Reformation : 
And  is,  indeed,  in  itfeif  more 
Valuable,  than  moft  People  are 
aware  of. 

But  to  fet  this  in  fo  clear  a 
Light,  that  all  may  fee  it,  it  will 

be 
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be  neceflary  to  proceed  gradual- 
ly. For,  we  muft  firft  obferve, 
that  our  firft  Reformers,  bfeio  rt 
very  converfant  in  the  holy  So*  \ 
ptures,  ia  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory," 
in  the  Writings  of  the  Fathers, 
and  in  the  Canons  and  Conftitu- 
tions  of  the  Church  of  GOD  in 
all  Ages ;  they  found,  that  Pfal- 
mody^  or  the  Singing  of  Pfalms 
and  Hymns  to  the  Praife  and 
Honour  of  Almighty  God,  al- 
ways made  a  confiderable  Part 
of  the  Publick  Service  that  his 
People  performed  to  him  in  their 
religious  Aflemblies.  The  chief 
End  of  all  fuch  Aflemblies  being 
to  worfhip  his  Divine  Majefty, 
by  exprefling  their  Revereu 
and  godly  Fear  of  his  Supreme 
Authority  over  all  the  Worl 
by  celebrating  the  Glory  &*$* 
Ihines  forth  in  his  Creation 
and  Government  of  it  •,  and  by 
acknowledging    and   recounting 

his 
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his  Goodnefs,  his  Mercy  and 
Truth,  and  all  the  wonderful 
Works  that  he  hath  done,  and 
Skii  doth,  for  the  Children  of 
Men.  Which  could  not  be  fo 
well  done,  as  by  the  whole  Con- 
gregation joining  together  in 
fmging  fuch  Pfalms  and  Hymns 
of  Praife  and  Thankfgiving,  as 
were  compofed  by  his  Holy  Spi- 
rit in  the  Scriptures,  or  elfe  in 
his  Church,  for  that  End  and 
Purpofe.  Which,  therefore,  ha- 
ving been  praftifed  in  all  the 
Churches  from  the  Beginning  of 
Chrifliamty,  as  well  as  before, 
our'  Reformers  took  care  to  keep 
it  up  in  this  too.  And  for 
fiiot  Purpofe,  they  appointed 
trie  Pfalms  of  David,  dictated 
to  him  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to 
»yepe3ted  all  over  every  iMonth 
in^the  Year,  by  certain  Portions 
every  Day,  and  an  Hymn  after 
fach    Leffon,    both  at  Morning 

and 
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and  Evening  Prayer  •,  and  always 
one,  fometimes  two  Creeds :  All 
which  Pfalms,  and  Hymns,  and 
Greeds,  they  ordered  to  be  fa^4 
or  Jung  in  every  Congregation; 
Said,  where  they  could  not  be 
fung-,  but  Sung,  wherefoever  they 
could  be  fo.  And  that  they  might 
be  always  fung,  at  leaft,  in  all 
Cathedral  and  Collegiate  Church- 
es, certain  Perfons  were  appoint- 
ed, in  each  of  them,  to  learn  the 
Art  of  Singing  by  Mufical  Notes, 
that  by  their  Affiftance,  the  whole 
Congregation  might  join  toge- 
ther in  praifing  God,  by  Singing, 
or  making  Melody,  at  leaft,  in 
their  Hearts,  unto  him.  This 
being  the  bell  Means  that  coujd 
be  thought  of,  to  raife  up  our 
Hearts  to  a  due  Pitch  for  fo  hidi 
a  Work :  As  they  know  by  E%& 
perience,  who  have  been  loflg 
ufed\o  it,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
join  heartily  and  fincercly  in  it. 

For 
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For  which  Reafon  alfo,  befides 
thefe  ftated  Pfalras,  and  Hymns, 
and  Spiritual  Songs,  after  the 
third  Colled  both  at  Morning 
and  Evening  Prayer,  there  is  an- 
other Hymn  or  Anthem  to  be 
liing  in  fuch  Places,  But  what 
that  (hall  be,  is  not  appointed 
by  the  Church,  but  it  is  left  to 
the  Difcretion  of  one  who  pre- 
fides  there,  to  chufe  fuch  a  one 
as  he  ihall  judge  moft  proper  to 
fet  forth  the  Glory  of  God  in 
general,  or  upon  any  particular 
Occafion,  that  ihall  offer  itfelf. 
In  which,  great  Care  ought  to 
be  taken,  that  it  be  fuch  as  will 
anfwer  its  End,  and  that  the 
whole  Congregation  may  under- 
ftand  and  join  together  in  it, 
Otherwife,  inftead  of  furthering, 
it  will  interrupt  their  Devotions. 
Which,  whofoever  (hall  be  the 
Caufe  of,  either  by  his  Carelef- 
nefs,or  Indifcretion  in  the  Choice, 

ought 
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ought  to  be  called  to  Account 
for  it  by  his  Siiperiours  here, 
and  will  certainly  be  fo  by  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  World,  at 
the  laft  Day. 

But  there  is  fo  much  Art  and 
Skill  required  to  this  way  of  Sing- 
ing, jhat  it  cannot  be  pra&i- 
fed  in  ordinary  Parifli-Churches. 
Which  our  firft  Reformers  be- 
ing fenfible  of,  they  did  not  ap- 
point the  Pfalms  and  Hymns  a- 
forefaid,  to  be  only  Sung,  but  ei- 
ther Sad  or  Sung  •,  that  where 
they  cannot  be  Jung,  they  may, 
at  lead,  be  [aid.  Not  read,  as 
the  LefTons  are  appointed  to  be, 
by  the  Minifter  only,  but  faidy 
that  is,  as  the  Word  implies,  re- 
peated by  the  whole  Congrega- 
tion, the  Minifter  faying  one 
Verfe,  and  the  People  another, 
as  the  firft  Chriftians  ufed  to  do. 
Which  tho'  it    be    not  Singing, 

yet 
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yet  it  comes  as  near  it,  and  an- 
swers the  End  of  it,  as  much  as 
it  can  be  done  in  Parilh-Churches. 
Forafmuch  as,  by  this  Means,  the 
whole  Congregation  joins  toge- 
ther, as  if  they  Sung,  in  offer- 
ing up  their  Praifes  and  Thanks- 
givings to  their  Almighty  Crea- 
tor and  Redeemer.  And,  there- 
fore, it  always  was,  and  ftill  is, 
prattifed  in  all  regular  Parifh- 
Churches,  to  the  Glory  of  God, 
and  the  great  Edification  of  his 
People. 

Thus,  our  firffc  Reformers 
took  care,  that  Pfalmody  fhould 
be  kept  up  to  the  higheft  Pitch 
in  Cathedral,  and,  as  well  as  it 
could  be,  in  Prole,  in  Parochial 
Churches  alfo.  And  this  is  all 
that  the  Laws  then  made  pofi- 
tively  requifite  in  this  Matter. 
But  then,  there  was  another 
Way   alfo  found   out,    whereby 

ail 
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all  forts  of  People  might  have 
the  Benefit  and  Comfort  of  flng- 
ing  the  Praifes  of  God  both  at 
Church,  and  in  all  other  Places  •, 
and  that  was,  by  turning  the 
Pfalms  of  David,  and  the  other 
Hymns,  into  English  Metre,  that 
they  might  be  more  eafily  got 
by  Heart,  and  kept  in  Memory, 
and  then  fetting  fuch  plain  mu- 
flcal  Tunes  to  them,  as  might 
be  eafily  learned  and  pra&ifed, 
even  by  the  meaneft  of  the  Peo- 
ple. The  firft  that  attempted 
this,  was  Thomas  Sttmhold,  Efq; 
Groom  of  the  Robes  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty  King  Henry  VIII.  and  then 
to  his  Son  King  Edward  VI.  He, 
at  firft,  translated  about  Twenty 
of  the  Pfalms,  which  were  then 
printed,  with  the  Tranflator's 
Epiftle  Dedicatory  to  the  King, 
ftill  Extant.  Afterward,  He, 
John  Hopkins,  and  Others,  un- 
dertook and  finifti'd  all  the  reft. 

And 
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And  then  the  whole  was  printed 
together,  with  this  Title  : 

The  whole  Book 

of  Pfalmes, 

Collected  into  Engltjh  Meeter  by  Thomas 
Sternholdjohn  Hopkins,  and  others, 
conferred  with  the  Hebrew,  with  apt 
Notes  to  fing  them  withal/. 

Set  forth  and  allowed  to  be  Jung  in  all 
Churches,  of  all  the  People  together, 
before  and  after  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayer,  and  alfo  before  and  after  Ser- 
mons :  and  moreover  in  private  houfes, 
for  their  godly  Solace  and  Comfort,  lay- 
ing apart  all  ungodly  Songs  and  Ba- 
lades,  which  tend  only  to  the  noxrijhing 
of  Vice,  and  corrupting  of  Youth. 
James  v.     , 

If  any  he  afflicted^  let  him  pray  )  if  any  be  mcr~ 
ry^  let  him  fing  Tfalms. 

Col.  iii. 

Let  the  Word  ef  God  dnel  plenteonfly  in  yow,  in 

nil  Wifdome,  teaching  and  exhorting-  one  ano~ 

tlpr,  in  Pfahnes^Hjmncs,  and  fpirituall  Songs, 

/nqing  to  the  Lord ,  with  Grace  in  your  Hearts, 

London. 

Printed  by  G.  M.  for  the  Company  c,f  Stationers, 
Cum  Frivilcgio  Regit  Regali, 

C  This 
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This  is  the  old  Title  of  the 
Book,  conftantly  prefix'd  to  it 
in  all  the  old  London-Editions 
that  I  have  feen,  without  any 
Alteration,  except  that  when 
the  Mufical  Notes  are  left  out  in 
the  Body  of  the  Book ,  thofc 
Words,  with  apt  Notes  to  jing  them 
mthally  are  left  out  alfo,  as  it 
was  neceflary  they  fhould  be,  in 
the  Title ;  and  that  the  Words, 
with  Grace ,  in  the  fecond  Text  of 
Scripture,  are  left  out  in  fome 
Editions  •,  And  fometimes  one, 
fometimes  both  the  Texts  them- 
felves.  But  that  is  a  great  Fault, 
thofe  Texts  having  been,  doubt- 
lefs,  put  in  from  the  Beginning, 
As  appears  from  their  agreeing 
neither  with  King  James's  nor 
the  Bifhop's  Tranflation  of  the 
Bible,  and  therefore  muft  be  ta- 
ken out  of  that  which  was  fee 
forth  in  King  Edward\  or  his 


Father's  Reign. 
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Now,  from  this  the  Original 
Title  of  the  Book,  there  are  fe- 
veral  things  much  to  beobferv'd, 
to  our  prefent  Purpofe.    As  firft, 
That  thefe  Pfalms  were/ef  forth  ^ 
and  allowed  to  be  fung  in  all  Church- 
es.   Which  could  not  be,    with- 
out the  Royal  Authority  :  None 
having    Power    over     all     the 
Churches  in  the  Kingdom,   but 
the  King  himfelf.     And,  there- 
fore,  altho'  his  Letters-Patents, 
or  his  Sign-Manual,  cannot   be 
now   produced  ^    yet  that  they 
who  firft  printed    or   fet  forth 
this  Book,  had  his  Order  or  Li- 
cence under  his  Hand  for  it,  can- 
not be  doubted.    For  otherwife, 
they  durft  never  have  prefumed 
to   have  faid,    that  it  was   fet 
forth  and  allowed  to  be  fung  ia 
all  Churches.    And  if  they  had 
done  it  at  firft,  they  would  fooa 
have  been  queftioned  for  it,  and 
thofe  Words  ordered  to  be  left 
C  2  out 
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out  in  all  future  Editions,  But 
we  fee  they  have  been  kept  in  all 
the  Reigns  ever  fince.  From 
whence  we  may  certainly  con- 
clude, that  this  Tranflation  of 
the  Pfalms  ftands  upon  the  fame 
Bottom  with  the  laft,  and  all  o- 
ther  Tranflations  of  the  Bible; 
that  is,  upon  the  Royal  Prero- 
gative and  Authority. 

The  fame  thing  appears  alfo 
from  the  laft  Words  in  the  Title- 
Page,  Cum  Privilegio  Regis  Regali. 
For,  the  Company  of  Stationers 
coukl  never  have  publifh'd  to  the 
World,  that  they  had  the  King's 
Royal  Privilege  for  the  printing 
of  this  Book,  unlefs  they  had  it 
under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  with 
all  the  Formalities  wherewith 
fuch  Grants  ufed  to  be  made  by 
the  Crown.  And  if  they  had 
afliiroed  to  themfelvres  any  fuch 
Privilege,  which  cannot  be  fup- 

pofed, 
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pofed,  without  the  King's  Grant* 
that  would  foon  have  been  de- 
tected, and  other  People  would 
faave  printed  it  as  well  as  they. 
Whereas,  none  ever  publickly 
attempted  to  do  it  in  London* 
Which  plainly  (hews,  that  it  was 
owned,  and  acknowledged  by  all, 
that  the  Company  had  this  Pri- 
vilege granted  them  from  the 
King  \  who,  be  furc,  would  ne- 
ver grant  them  the  Privilege  of 
printing  any  Book,  but  what  he 
himfclf  had  firft  allowed  of.  And 
if  they  had  no  other,  this  very 
Privilege  was  a  fufficient  Allow- 
ance of  it.  But,  here  was  plain- 
ly both  the  King's  Order  for 
the  printing  it,  and  his  Grant 
to  that  Company  only  to  do  it. 
Which  is  more  than  they  can 
pretend  to,  for  the  priming  the 
Nexv  Verfion.  For,  though  it  be 
f^id  to  be  printed  fgx  the  Com- 
pany of  Stationers ,  thofe  Words, 
C  3  Cum 


go        A  Defence  of  the 

Cum  Privilegio  Regis  Regally  are 
not  added.  Which  they  would 
certainly  have  added,  in  the  Ti- 
tle-Page of  the  New,  as  well  as 
of  the  Old  Verfion,  if  any  fuch 
Privilege  had  been  granted  to 
them.  And  if  they  have  no  fuch 
Privilege  for  it,  as  they  have  for 
the  other,  how  they  can  print  it 
in  oppolition  to  the  other,  is  a 
Thing  which  the  Company  would 
do  weil  to  confider  of. 

Another  Thing  to  be  ob« 
ferved  from  the  Title  of  this 
Book,  is,  that  the  Pfalms  were 
let  forth  with  apt  Tunes  to  fmg 
them  voithaU  There  were  in  thofe 
Days,  feveral  Perfons  eminent 
for  their  Skill  in  Mufick  \  many 
of  their  Gompofitions  being  ftill 
extant,  and  admir'd.  And  thefe, 
it  feems,  did  not  only  fet  Tunes 
to  the  Pfalms*  but  fuch  as  were 
apt  and  proper  for  the  Subjeft- 
matter  of  each  Pfalm.  And  where 

the 
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the  fame  Tune  would  ferve  in- 
differently for  feveral  Pfalms, 
they  fet  it  only  to  one,  and  re- 
ferred to  that  in  the  other.  By 
which  means,  the  People  fooa 
learned  to  fing  any  of  the  Pfalms 
in  their  proper  Tunes,  both  at 
Church,  and  in  their  own  Houfes, 
or  wherefoever  elfe  they  were. 
And  that  was  one  of  the  great 
and  pious  Ends  for  which  thefe 
Pfalms  were  then  fet  forth  ia 
this  manner,  that  they  might  be 
fung,  not  only  in  all  Churches, 
by  all  the  People  together,  but 
likevvife  in  private  Houfes ,  for 
their  godly  Solace  and  Comfort  \ 
laying  apart  all  ungodly  Songs  and 
Balades,  which  tend  only  to  the 
nourishing  of  Vice,  and  corrupting 
of  Youth  :  As  it  is  exprefled  ia 
the  Title-Page.  And  if  this  had 
been  generally  obferved  ever  ilnce 
the  firft  Edition  of  this  Book  to 
our  Days,  as  it  was  for  fome 
C  4  time 
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time  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  £//- 
z.abeth,  our  Youth  had  not  been 
fo  corrupted,  nor  Vice  fo  ram- 
pant, as  now  it  is. 

But  that  which  is  chiefly  to 
beobferved  in  the  Title,  is,  that 
this  whole  Book  of  Pfalms,  col- 
lected into  Englifl)  Metre  by  Tho. 
Stemhold^  John  Hopkins,  and  O- 
thers,  was  conferred  with  the  He* 
brew-  Though  they  who  did  it, 
were,  doubtlefs,  good  Men,  and 
as  good  Poets  as  the  Age  afford- 
ed, and,  at  leafb,  one  of  them 
in  great  Favour  at  Court}  yet  it 
was  not  fet  forth  and  allowed  to 
be  ufed  in  all  Churches,  till  other 
learned  Men  had  conferred  or 
compared  it  with  the  Hebrew.  So 
great  Care  was  then  taken,  that 
nothing  might  be  ufed  publickly 
in  the  Church,  as  the  Word  of 
G  O  D,  but  what  was  really  fo. 
For,  although  this  Book  be  part 

of 
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of  the  Holy  Scripture  given  by 
Infpiration  of  GOD,  yet  it  being 
written  Originally  in  the  Hebrew 
Tongue,  no  Tranflation  of  it  in- 
to any  other  Language,  either  in 
Profe  or  Verfe,  is  any  farther  the 
Word  of  GOD,  or  can  be  pro- 
perly called  a  Tranflation  of  the 
Pfalms,  than  as  it  agrees  with  the 
Hebrew  Text.  Where  it  difa- 
grees,  it  is  not  of  divine  Infpi- 
ration, but  humane  Invention. 
And,  therefore,  they  who  under- 
take to  tranflate  this,  or  any  o- 
ther  part  of  the  Holy  Scripture, 
had  need  be  very  careful  of  what 
they  do.  For,  this  is  not  to  be 
dealt  with  like  other  Books, 
where  a  Tranflator  may  take  the 
Liberty  to  vary  from  the  Text, 
and  to  mend  it  too,  where  he 
fees  caufe :  As  he  often-  may  : 
There  being  no  humane  Com- 
pofitionr  but  is  liable  to  many 
Faults,  which  another  may  fee 
C  5  better, 
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better  than  the  Author.    But  it 
is  not  fo  with  the  Word  of  GOD. 
There  is  no  mending  of  that,  nor 
fo  much  as  varying  from  it,  with- 
out a  Fault  •,  And  a  great  one 
too :   Not  only  in  that  to  give 
that  as  the  Mind   of  GOD  re- 
vealed in  Scripture,  which  is  not 
there  revealed,  is  plain  belying 
Him,  and  His  holy  Word  •,  But 
likewife,  in  that  by  this  means, 
many  may  be  infenfibly  led  into 
dangerous,  if  not  damnable  Er- 
rors and  Herefies  •,  as  many  have 
been,   by   falfe  Tranflations  of 
G  O  D's  holy  Word.    For,  moil 
People  reading  the  Scripture  no 
otherwife  than  as  it  is  tranflated 
Into  their  own  Language,  they 
look   upon   every   thing    which 
they  find  in  fuch  a  Tranflation, 
as  the  Word  of  G  O  D  •,  efpecial* 
ly,  if  it  be  publickly  owned  and 
commonly  ufed,  as  fuch,  among 
them.    And  if  there  be  any  thing 

in 
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in  it,  contrary  to,  or  differing 
from,  the  Mind  of  GOD  expref- 
led  in  the  Original,  they,  not- 
withftanding,  receiving  it  as  His 
Word,  are  unavoidably  drawn 
into  Miftakes,  and  fometimes 
fuch,  as  may  endanger  both  their 
own  Welfare,  and  the  Peace  of 
the  Church.  For  the  prevent- 
ing of  which  Mifchief,  when  this 
Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms  was 
made,  it  was  not  fuffered  to  be 
published,  till  fome  who  well  un- 
derftood  the  Hebrew^  had  exa- 
mined every  Part  of  it,  whether 
it  agreed  with  the  Original,  and 
correfted  it,  where  it  did  not. 

And  how  faithfully  they,  to< 
whom  this  great  Work  was  re- 
ferred, difcharged  the  Truft:  re- 
pofed  in  them,  appears  fufEcient- 
ly  from  the  Work  itfelf.  For 
feveral  well  skilPd  in  the  Hebrew 
Tongue,  in  our  Age,  have  ob- 
C  6  ferved 
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ferved  this  Tranflation  to  agree 
fo  exa&ly  with  the  Hebrew  Text* 
that  they  could  not  but  wonder, 
how  Tbo.  Sternhold)  John  Hofkins^ 
and  fuch  others,  could  make  it. 
Not  confidering,    that  we  have 
it,  not  as  it  was  at  firft  made  by 
them,  but  as  it  was  afterwards 
adjufted,  by  other  learned  Men,to 
the  Original.     And  if  any  one 
will  take  the  Pains  to  compare 
this  Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms, 
with  that  in  the  Bible,  made  out 
of  the  Hebrew  y  in  King  James  Vs 
Reign,  he  will  find,  that  it  ge- 
nerally gives  the  fame  Senfe  of 
the  Text,  as  that  doth  ^   in  fuch 
places   alfo    where   that   differs 
from  the  Old  Tranflation  in  our 
Common-Prayer-Books :  Except 
where  this  latter  feems  to  give 
the  Senfe  more  clearly  than  the 
other.    In  fome  places,  I  confefs, 
it  differs  from  both  ;   Bat  they 
are  fuch,  where  the  Text  is  fo 

ob- 
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obfcure,  that  Interpreters  do  not 
agree  about  the  Meaning  of  it. 
In  which  Cafe,  it  is  very  obfer- 
vable,  that  this  Old  Translation 
follows  the  Septujgwt)  the  moft 
anctent  and  moll  authentick 
Tranflation  that  is  Extant. 
Which  fhews,  not  only  the  great 
Learning,  but  likewife  the  ex- 
traordinary Care  and  Diligence 
that  wasufed  in  the  reviewing  of 
it :  That  we  might  have  the  Senfe 
of  the  Hebrew  Text,  where  it 
was  doubtful,  according  to  the 
moft  approved  Interpreters  of  it. 
But  in  plain  uncontroverted  pla- 
ces, this  Old  Tranflation  in  Verfe 
generally  agrees  fo  exactly  with 
the  New  in  Profe,  though  made 
above  60  Years  before  it,  that  if 
the  latter  was  not  in  fbme  places 
taken  out  of  the  Old,  the  Old 
muft  needs  be  drawn  from  the 
lame  Fountain  with  it,  or,  at 
leaft,  reduced  to  it :   And  fo  it 

plainly 
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plainly  was,  not  in  a  curfory  and,; 
fuperficial  manner,  but  with  fo 
much  Art  and  Difcretion,  that 
it  often  renders  the  Senfe  clearer 
than  the  other  doth  And  where 
a  place  is  equally  capable  of  a 
double  S?nfe,  fo  that  fome  Tran- 
flations  give  it  one  Senfe,  fome 
another,  this  ftrives  to  take  in 
both,  that  we  may  be  fure  to 
have  the  right :  As  I  have  fbme- 
times  found,  in  comparing  this 
Tranflation  with  the  Text.  For 
which  I  muft  thank  the  New  Ver- 
florid  in  that  it  gave  me  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  looking  thus  narrowly 
into  the  Old.  For  though  I  had 
always  a  good  Opinion  of  it,  I 
could  never  elfe  have  thought  we 
had  had  fuch  a  Jewel  among  us  7 
which  if  it  was  but  as  rare  as  it 
is  common,  all  the  Learned,  that 
ftudy  the  Scripture,  would  Itrive 
to  get  it  at  any  rate. 

But, 
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But,  can  we  fay  as  much  of 
the  New  Vtrfion,  which  is  now 
brought  into  competition  with 
it  ?•  I  heartily  wifh,  we  could. 
But  I  do  not  hear,  that  this  was 
ever  conferred  with  the  Hebrew, 
as  the  other  was }  nor  fo  much  as 
that  any  of  our  Bifhops,  or  other 
learned  in  that  Language,  were 
appointed  or  authorized  to  do  it; 
And  there  is  too  much  caufe  to 
fufpect,  that  it  was  never  done. 
For,  if  we  may  take  our  Meafures 
of  its  agreeing  or  difagreeing 
with  the  Hebrew  Text,  from  its 
agreeing  or  not  agreeing  with  the 
Pfalms  in  the  New  Tranflation  of 
the  Bible,  made  out  of  the  //<?- 
brew0  we  may  thence  conclude, 
that  there  was  not  the  Care  ta- 
ken about  this,  as  there  was  a- 
bout  the  Old  Verfion.  So  far, 
at  leaft,  as  I  am  able  to  judge. 
Who  having  got  a  Sight  of  this 
New  Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms  m 

Verfe, 
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Verfe,  could  not  fatisfy  my  own 
Mind  about  it,  without  compa- 
ring it  with  the  New  Tranflation 
in  Profe.  Which  I  had  no  fooner 
begun,  but  I  found  fo  many  Va- 
riations, that  I  thought  to  have 
gathered  together  all  that  I  judg- 
ed to  be  fo,  throughout  the 
whole  Book,  without  any  other 
Defign,  but  for  my  own  Satisfa- 
ction. But  when  I  had  gone  a 
little  way,  I  found  them  multi- 
ply fo  fall  upon  me,  that  I  could 
fee  no  end,  and,  therefore,  was 
forced  to  give  it  over,  and  to 
content  myfelf  with  obferving 
the  reafon  of  it  %  which,  to  mer 
feem'd  to  be  this :  That,  whereas 
the  Compofers  and  Reviewers  of 
the  Old  Tranflation  had  nothing 
elfe  in  their  Eye,  but  to  give  us 
the  true  Senfe  of  each  place  in 
as  few  Words  as  could  be  in 
Verfe,  and,  therefore,  keepclofe 
to-  the  Text,  without  deviating 

from 
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from  it,  upon  any  account :  In 
this  New  Tranflation,  there  is 
fo  much  regard  had  to  the  Poe- 
try, the  Style,  the  Running  of  the 
Verfe,  and  fuch-like  inconfidera- 
ble  Circumftances,  that  it  was 
almoft  impofiible  to  avoid  going 
from  the  Text,  and  altering  the 
trucSenfe  and  Meaning  of  it.For, 
hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  al- 
though the  Authors,  doubtlefs, 
defigned  a  true  Tranflation,  yet 
other  things  crowding  into  their 
Heads  at  the  fame  time,  juftled 
that  Defign  fo,  that  it  could  not 
always  take  effect. 

But  notwithftandingthis  great 
Advantage  which  the  Old  Tran- 
flation  hath  above  the  New,  in 
that  it  comes  and  keeps  nearer 
to  the  Text;  there  are  other 
things  wherein  the  New  may 
feem  as  much  preferable  to  the 
Old.     As  particularly,   in  that 

the 
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the  Style  of  the  Old  is  plain,  and 
low,  and  heavy  *,  the  other  is 
brisk,  and  lively,  and  flouriflied 
here  and  there  with  Wit  and 
Fancy*  But  for  this  we  may 
iirft  confider,  who  they  are  that 
make  this  Objection  againft  the 
Old  Tranflation  :  Not  they  for 
whom  it  was  chiefly  intended, 
the  Common  People,  that  are 
the  far  greatefl  Part  of  the  King- 
dom. Ye  never  hear  them,  or 
any  of  them,  complain,  that  the 
Pfalms  which  they  fing  in  their 
Churches,  are  too  plain,  too 
low,  or  too  heavy  for  them.  But 
they  rather  love  and  admire 
them  the  more  for  it,  and  are 
more  edified  by  the  ufe  of  them. 
The  plainer  they  are,  the  fooner 
they  underftand  them  \  the  low- 
er their  Style  is,  the  better  it  is 
levell'd  to  their  Capacities  j  and 
the  heavier  they  go,  the  more 
eaiily  they  can  keep  pace  with 

them. 
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them.  And,  therefore,  they  are 
fo  far  from  looking  upon  this 
as  a  Fault  in  their  Pfalms,  that 
they  prize  them  the  more  for  it. 
And  fo  do  all  wife  and  confider- 
ing  Men,  as  well  as  they.  For, 
they  know  and  confider,  that 
the  Style  of  the  Scripture,  of 
which  the  Pfalms  are  Part,  is  all 
fuch.  There  are  no  enticing 
Words  of  Man's  Wifdom  there, 
no  Flights  of  Wit,  no  fanciful 
Expreffions,  no  rhetorical,  much 
lefs  poetical  Flouriflics.  But  e- 
very  thing  neceflary  for  Mankind 
to  believe  and  do,  is  delivered 
there  in  fuch  a  plain  and  famili- 
ar Style,  that  all  forts  of  People 
may  underftand  it.  When  Al- 
mighty GOD  Himfelf  fpeaks  of 
Himfelf,  he  condefcends  fo  low, 
as  to  ufe  fuch  Words  and  Ex- 
preflions as  we  commonly  ufe  a- 
mong  ourfelves.  And  feeing  the 
whole  Scripture   is   written  in 

fuch 
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fuch  a  Style,  all  Tranflations  of 
it  mult  be  fo  too,  or  elfe  they 
cannot  be  true  Tranflations. 
And,  therefore,  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  Fault,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  greateft  Excellencies 
of  this  Old  Tranflation  of  the 
Pfalms,  that  it  doth  not  only 
keep  to  the  Senfe  of  the  Text, 
but  to  the  fame  manner  of  ex- 
preffing  it,  which  is  there  ufed. 
And  fo  all  mull  do,  that  would 
exprefs  the  Senfe  aright.  They 
rnuft  not  go  about  to  fetch  in 
fine  Words  and  Phrafes,  but  con- 
fine themfelves  to  fuch  as  mod 
plainly  and  properly  fignify  what 
is  meant  in  the  Text.  Other- 
wife,  inftead  of  the  Mind  of 
G  O  D,  they  may  give  us  only 
their  own  Conceits.  And  that 
is  the  reafon  that  the  Old  Tran- 
flation feems  fo  mean  and  dull  to 
fome  kind  of  People,  becaufe  it 
never  goes  from  the  plain  Mean- 
ing 
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ing  of  the  Text,  but  ftrives  to 
render  that  in  as  fit  and  proper 
Terms  as  it  can,  howfoever  low 
and  bald  they  may  feem  to  be. 
By  which  means,  although  it 
may  not  feem  fo  pleafing  to  the 
Ears  or  Fancies  of  fome  Men, 
it  comes  with  greater  Force  and 
Authority  upon  them,  as  being 
the  very  Word  of  Almighty 
GOD  Himfelf  •,  and  fo  is  really 
in  itfelf  more  brisk  and  lively, 
than  any  humane  Gonccits  can 
make  i:. 

For,  as  for  that  which  we  call 
Wit,  and  Fancy,  there  being  no 
fuch  thing  in  the  holy  Scriptures, 
if  there  be  any  of  it  in  a  Tran- 
flation,  it  mult  needs  differ  from 
the  Original.  And  although 
there  may  ftill  be  fomething  of 
the  general  S^nic  and  Defign  of 
the  place  to  be  found  in  it,  yet 
it  being  wrapped  up  in  fuch  light 

and 
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and  gawdy  Expreffions,  it  will 
be  very  difficult  to  find  it ;  and 
if  found,  it  will  not  have  that 
Power  and  Efficacy  that  it  hath 
in  its  plain  native  Colours.  For, 
that  which  tickles  the  Fancy,  ne- 
ver toucheth  the  Heart,  but 
flies  immediately  into  Air,  from 
whence  it  came.  Which,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  avoided,  as 
much  as  it  is  poflible,  in  all  Dif- 
courfes  and  Writings  of  Reli- 
gion. For  Religion  is  too  fevere 
a  Thing  to  be  played  with.  E- 
fpecially  the  Foundation  of  it, 
the  Word  of  God.  In  which  the. 
very  Poetry  is  all  folid,  fubftan- 
tial,  and  divine.  And  fo  mull  be 
the  Tranlktion  of  it  into  other 
Languages.  Atleaft,  there  muffc 
be  nothing  of  flafliy  Wit,  nothing 
light  or  airy  in  it.  If  there  be, 
it  may,  perhaps,  ferve  young 
People  for  their  Diverfion :  But 
it  can  be  no  help  to  their  Devo- 
tion ; 
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tion  •,  but  rather  an  hindrance. 
Their  Minds  being  apt  to  be  fo 
much  taken  up  with  fuch  a  Man- 
ner of  expreffing  it,   that  they 
negleft  the  Matter  defigned  to 
be  exprefled  by  it.     Whereas, 
when  the  Scripture,  or  any  Part 
of  it,  is  fo  tranflated,  that  there 
is  nothing  elfe  to  exercife-  the 
Thoughts  upon,    but   only  the 
Thing  itfelf  that  is  there  reveal- 
ed, if  a  Man  that  reads  it  thinks 
at  all  of  what  he  reads,  he  muft 
think  of  that,  and  nothing  elfe. 
And,  therefore,  the  Old  Tran- 
slation of  the  Pfalms,   is  fo  far 
from  being  to  be  blamed  and  de- 
fpifed,  as  it  is  by  fome,  for  the 
Piainnefs  and  Simplicity  of  its 
Style,   that  it  ought  to  be  the 
more  commended  and  valued  for 
it.    As  it  is  by  all,  that  prefer 
the  plain  Word  of  GOD,  before 
the  Inventions  of  Men,  how  well 

foever- 
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foever  they  may  be  adorned  and 
fifc.dE 

A n 0 t  h e  r 'Cavil  that  fome 
make  againft  this  Old  Tranfla- 
tion,  is,  that  the  Rhyme  is  not 
always  good.  They  cannot  deny 
but,  for  the  moft  part,  it  is  bet- 
ter jhan  could  be  well  expeded 
from  the  Age  it  was  made  in, 
and  as  good  as  can  be  defired 
now :  But  they  fay,  it  is  fome- 
times  faulty.  And  fo  it  is  in 
moft  Books  of  EngUJh  Poetry,  of 
the  fame  bulk,  that  I  have  feen. 
But,  what  then?  The  Pfalms 
were  collected  into  Meeter,  that 
they  might  be  better  fung  to 
GOD.  And  while  devout  Peo- 
ple are  flnging  forth  the  PraiFes 
of  GOD,  do  they  mind  the 
Rhyme?  or  whether  the  Words 
found  alike  at  the  end  %of  every 
other  Verfe,  or  Line  ?    This  is 

not 
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not  their  Bufmefs,  at  that  time. 
Neither  need  they  ever  concern 
themfelves  about  it.  If  it  was 
not  the  Mode  of  our  Englijh  Poe- 
try, and  fome  Help  to  the  Memo- 
ry, it  would  be  no  matter  whe- 
ther there  was  any  rhyming  at 
all  in  the  Pfajms,  fo  long  as  the 
Meeter,  or  number  of  Syllables 
in  each  Verfe,  is  proportioned  to 
the  Tune  fet  to  it. 

But  the  main  Obje&ion  a- 
gainft:  this  Old  Tranflation,  is, 
that  there  are  many  old  Words 
in  it,  which  are  now  grown  ob- 
folete,  and  out  of  ufe.  There 
may,  perhaps,  be  fome,  but  not 
many  }  if  any  at  all  among  the 
Vulgar,  for  whofe  ufe  in  was 
chiefly  defigned.  They  {till  ufe 
thofe  Words,  or,  at  leaft,  un- 
derftand  them  as  well  as  any  that 
are  in  common  ufe  among  them. 
It  is,  we  know,  among  the  com- 
D  mon 
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mon  People  that  the  Language 
of  every  Nation  is  belt  preferred. 
The  Learned,  that  underftand  o- 
ther  Tongues,  and  fuch  as  con* 
verfe  with  Foreigners,  are  apt 
to  take  in  the  Words  of  other 
Languages,  and  mix  them  with 
their  own,  and  fo,  by  degrees, 
lay  afide  fome  of  their  own,  for 
fuch  as  they  have  borrowed  from 
other  Countries.  But  it  is  not 
fo  with  the  plain  Country-Peo- 
ple. They  know  no  other  but 
their  own  Mother-Tongue  •,  and 
tiling  that  only  upon  all  Occafi- 
ohs,  they  ftiil  keep  up  the  Words 
and  Phrafes  that  are  proper  to 
it,  as  they  received  them  from 
their  Fore-fathers }  and  fhall  tell 
you  the  Meaning  of  them,  better 
than  they  who  are  more  learned. 
Therefore,  as  to  fuch  People, 
this  Objection  hath  no  Weight  at 
all  in  it:  Nor,  indeed,  as  to  a- 
ny  other.    For,  who  is  it,  that 

knows 
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knows  not  the  Meaning  of  all 
the  Words  in  this  Old  Tranfli- 
tion  of  the  Pfalms  ?  or,  at  lea  ft, 
may  not  underftand  them,  if  he 
will,  as  well  as  any  new  Words, 
when  he  firft  hears  them  ?  What 
Exception,  then,  can  be  taken  a- 
gainft  thofe  Old  Words  ?  Are 
they  not  all  true  Englijh  Words  ? 
And  is  it  any  Fault,  that  they 
are  not  Latine,  or  French  ?  Ic 
mult  come  to  that,  at  laft }  for  ye 
can  fcarce  find  any  better  Englifli. 
♦What  Neceflity,  then,  can  there 
be  of  changing  them  ?  Muft  the 
Tranflation  of  the  holy  Script"  re 
be  alter'd,  as  often  as  any  afFtd 
new  Words,  and  Modes  of  Speak- 
ing ?  or  as  fome  alter  their 
Cioaths,  only  to  be  in  the  Faflii- 
011?  They  who  are  thus  given  to 
Change,will  never  want  Ocdfion 
for  it.  For,  fuppofe  we  fhould  lay 
afide  the  old  Words,  and  put  new 
in  their  place }  the  new,  in  time, 
D  2  would 
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would  grow  old  too;  and  then 
new  new  ones  mull  be  invented 
to  fupply  their  room.  And  fo 
there  will  be  no  end  of  changing. 
But  every  Age  muft  have  a  New 
Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms,  and 
of  the  whole  Bible  too.  Where- 
as, all  fuch  publick  Writings 
that  are  of  general  ufe,  efpeci* 
ally  in  Religion,  ought  to  be 
preferved  entire,  (as  old  Ads  of 
Parliament,  and  Law-Books  are) 
jufl  as  they  were  at  firfl;  written  ? 
that  People  may  know  what  to 
flick  to,  and  not  be  tempted  to 
think  their  Religion  to  be  as 
changeable  as  their  Language. 

But  if  there  was  any  Force 
in  this  Obje&ion,  it  is  now  ta- 
keji  off*  in  fome  late  Editions  of 
this  Old  Tranflation  of  the 
Pfalms  in  Metre,  where  the  old 
Words  and  Phrafes  are  taken 
out,  and  fuch  put  in  their  places, 
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as  are  now  in  common  ufe.  Who 
was  the  Author,  I  know  not } 
nor  by  what  Authority  the  Com- 
pany of  Stationers  printed  it  fo 
altered.  But  I  think  it  had  as 
good  have  been  let  alone  *  and 
better  too/ for  the  Reafons  be- 
fore-men  tion'd  ',  and  for  other, 
which  I  fhall  not  mention  now, 
but  may  do  it  prefently. 

But  I  cannot  but  farther  ob- 
ferve  here,  that  of  all  the  Me- 
trical Tranilations  of  the  Pfulrns 
made  fince  this,  there  is  not  one 
that  I  have  feen,  but  hath  fcve- 
ral  Words,  Phrafes,  and  Expref- 
fions  in  it,  as  hard,  if  not  much 
harder  to.be  underftood,  than 
any  that  are  in  this.  I  fhall  not 
except  the  New  Verfion  itfelf, 
which  is  now  fo  publickly  fet  up 
again  ft  the  Old.  I  cannot  lay., 
that  I  have  read  it  all  over  •,  But 
1  have  gone  fo  far  in  it,  that  I 
D  3  have 
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have  met  with  many  Expreffions 
which  I  could  not  underftand  ; 
2nd,  therefore,  cannot  imagine, 
how  this  comes  to  be  fet  up  a- 
bove  the  other,  as  being  more 
plain  and  intelligible  to  all  Ca- 
pacities. There  are,  perhaps, 
no  old  EngLfl)  Words  in  it :  But 
there  are  "many  taken  from  the 
Latlne  and  French,  and  Greek  too, 
which  none  can  fully  underftand, 
except  they  have  fome  Skill  in 
thofe  Languages,  or,  at  leaft, 
more  Learning  than  is  common- 
ly found  among  our  Country- 
People.  And  belides,  there  are 
fome  Words  and  Expreffions  that 
have  an  ill  Afpeft,  and  are  lia- 
ble to  very  bad  Conftru&ions ; 
Vthich  cannot  be  faid  of  any 
thing  that  h  found  in  the  Old 
Tranflation. 

Th  a  t  none  may  fufped,  that 
all  this  i$-fpoken  without  ground, 

it 
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it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  an 
Inftance  or  two  of  it}  from 
whence  they  may  pafs  their 
Judgment  upon  the  reft.  For 
which  purpofe,  therefore,  I  fhall 
firft  fet  down  a  Verfe  in  Profe, 
according  to  the  New  Tran fla- 
tion  of  the  Bible  ;  then  the  fame 
Verfe  in  Meetcr,  according  to 
the  Old  Tranflation  •,  and  then 
the  fame  again  according  to  the 
New. 

Pfalm  XXXVII..  v,  34- 

Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  hep  bis 
way,  and  he  jhall  exalt  thee  to  inhe- 
rit the  land :  when  the  wicked  arc 
cut  off,  thou  flialt  fee  it. 

The  Old  Tranflation. 
Wait  thou  on  God,  and  keep  his  way^ 

He  fliall  prefer ve  thee  then, 
The  earth  to  rule,  and  thou  fhalt  fee 
Defirofd  thefe  wicked  Men. 

C  4:  The 
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The  New  Translation. 

Wait  ft  ill  on  God,  and  keep  his  way. 
And  thou  advanced  the  land  tofxvay^ 

Thy  firm  fojfejfion  neer  fhalt  quit. 
With  longing  eyes  thou  foon  fhalt  fee 
The  wicked's  fatal  Tragedy, 

And  as  a  glad  Spectator  fit. 

Here  we  fee  the  Old  Tran- 
flation  keeps  clofe  to  the  Text, 
without  adding  or  diminifbing 
any  thing  in  it.  But  the  New 
is  rather  a  Paraphrafe,  than  a 
Verlion,  in  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  places,  ftretching  the  Senfe 
much  farther  than  either  the 
Words  or  the  Defign  of  the 
Place  can  bear.  GOD  here  pro- 
mifeth,  that  his  People  fhall  in- 
herit the  Land  ,  but  not,  that 
they  fliall  never  quit  their  Pojfejfion. 
That  is  the  Poet's  own  Fidtion. 
And  fo  it  is,  that  the  Righteous 

fhall 
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fhall  with  longing  Eyes  fee  the 
DeftrucUon  of  the  Wicked  •,  and 
be  glad  Spectators  of  it.  This  al- 
fo  is  foreign  to  the  Text,  and  to 
Truth  too.  For,  though  GOD 
hath  threatened  Deftru&ion  to 
the  Wicked,  and  hath  faid,  his 
People  fhall  fee  it :  Where  is  it 
faid,  that  they  fhall  long,  and  be 
glad  to  fee  it  ?  I  had  thought,  all 
the  Righteous  upon  Earth  had 
learned  to  defire  and  long  for  the 
Repentance  of  the  WiclCed,  and 
rejoice  to  fee  them  converted, 
rather  than  deftroyed  :  But  here 
they  are  taught  another  Leflbn, 
if  they  would  learn  it }  which,  I 
fuppofe,  they  will  not  be  very 
forward  to  do,  notwithftand- 
ing  it  is  got  into  the  Pfalms, 
a  Book  they  fo  much  admire. 
For,  they  know,  it  was  not  Ori- 
ginally there  ^  but  is.  a  perfeft 
Stranger,  got  in  they  know  not 
D  %  how, 
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how.    Let  us  try  another  Place, 
to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Pfalm  XCI.  v.  8. 

Only  with  thine  eyes  flialt^thou 
behold^  and  fee  the  reward  of  the 
wicked. 

The  Old  Translation. 

But  thou  fhalt  fee  it  for  thy  part? 

Thine  eyes  Jh all  wellregardy 
That  even  like  to  their  defert% 

The  wicked  have  reward. 

The  New  Tranflation. 

Thou  only  flialt  look  on  and  fee 

The  wicked's  deferv*d  Tragedy^ 

And  count  the  finners mournful gains* 

Here,  again,  it  is  obvious, 
that  the  Old  Tranflation  confines 
itfelf  to  the  plain  Words  of  the 

Text  7 
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Text ;  but  the  New  goes  far  be- 
yond it.  The  Text  only  faith, 
that  the  Righteous  Ihall  fee  the 
Wicked  punifhed  as  they  deferve: 
But  this  Tranflation  adds,  that 
they  fhall  count  the  Sinner  s  mourn- 
ful Gains.  It  is  an  odd  Expreffi- 
on,  I  confefs,  which  few  People 
know  what  to  make  of.  All  the 
Meaning  that  I  can  apprehend  in 
it,  is,  that  the  Righteous  fhall 
not  only  fee,  but  count  the  Pu- 
nifhments  which  wicked  Men 
fhall  have  for  their  Wickednefs.. 
But  this  is  more  than  the  Text 
faith,  and  more  than  the  Right- 
eous can  do.  For,  the  Punifii- 
ments  of  the  Wicked  being  in- 
numerable and  eternal,  though 
the  Righteous  fhall  fee  them, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  count 
them,  no  more  than  a  Man  can 
count  the  Sand  upon  the  Sea- 
fhore,  whenfoever  he  fees  it.  It- 
would  be  well  for  the  Sinners,  if 
D  6  their 
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their  mournful  Gains  fhould  be  no 
greater,  nor  more  than  could  be 
counted,as  thisTranflation  would 
make  them.  But  I  would  not 
have  them  truft  it.  For,  though 
it  be  in  this  Tranflation,  it  is  not 
in  the  Text,  nor  in  any  other 
Part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures : 
Which  plainly  teach  us,  that  the 
Wicked  fhall  go  into  everlafting 
Punifhment-,  and,  therefore,  fuch 
as  can  never  be  counted  or  rec- 
koned up. 

B  y  this  we  may  fee  fomething 
of  the  Style  of  this  New  Verfion, 
fuch  as  is  ufed  only  by  one  kind 
of  Writers,  not  by  any  other, 
much  lefs  in  common  Converfa- 
tion,  as  the  Style  of  the  Old  is, 
and  ought  to  be.  It  is  a  Nero 
Verfion  indeed,  a  great  Part  of 
it  running  in  a  Style  that  is 
wholly  New,  according  to  the 
New  Modes  of  Writing,  inven- 
ted 
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ted  and  pra&ifed  only  in  this 
Age,  and  will  go  near  to  expire 
with  it,  and  be  condemned  in 
the  next,  as  much  as  they  are 
now  admired  :  At  leaft,  in  all 
facred  Writings.  There  are  ma- 
ny fuch  New  Phrafes,  and  Ro- 
mantick  Exprejfllons  in  this  Ver- 
fion,  which  are  taken  up  by  our 
prefent  Poets,  and  being  now  in 
Fafhion,  may  ferve  well  enough 
in  other  Places;  but  can  by  no 
means  fuit  with  a  Divine  Poem, 
much  lefs  with  one  infpired  by 
GOD  Himfelf.  I  fhall  not  un- 
dertake to  count  them,  if  I  could* 
For,  if  we  could  get  the  wThole 
Number,  they  would  be  but 
mournful  Gains.  Neither  was  this 
in  my  Thoughts,  when  I  made 
choice  of  the  Verfes  above-writ- 
ten, to  fhew  the  Truth  of  what  I 
had  before  obferved.  But  that 
which  I  took  more  fpecial  Notice 
of,  was,  that  in  both  thofe  Ver- 
fes, 
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fes,  (and,  for  ought  I  know,  in 
other)  there  is  the  Word  Tragedy 
ufed :  Which  is  perfeft  Greek  to 
our  common  People  \  they  know- 
ing no  more  the  Meaning  of  it, 
than  they  do  the  Language  it 
comes  from.  A  Comedy  and  a 
Tragedy  is  all  one  to  them :  Few 
of  them  ever  faw  either  of  them 
acted,  and  it  is  no  matter  whe- 
ther they  ever  do.  How,  then, 
can  they  underftand  what  is  here 
meant  by  Spe&ators  fitting  in  a 
Play-houfe,  and  there  feeing  a 
Tragedy  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in 
the  OldTranflation  fo  ftrangeand 
unintelligible-to  them,  as  this  ? 

But  that  is  not  all.  How 
came  the  Righteous  to  be  here 
reprefented,  as  feeing  the  De- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Wicked,  as  Peo- 
ple fee  a  Tragedy  in  a  Play- 
houfe  ?  They  in  a  Play-houfe 
know,  that  notwithstanding  all 

the 
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the  Scuffle  upon  the  Stage,  as  if 
they  were  wounding  and  flaying 
one  another,  yet,  after  all,  there 
is  no  Hurt  done.  It  was  all  but 
in  Jeft,  and  to  make  Sport  for 
the  Spe&ators.  And  will  the 
Definition  of  Sinners  be  fo  ? 
in  Shew  only,  and  not  in  Rea- 
lity ?  They  will  find  it  to  be  in 
good  Earneft,  though  all  the 
Poets  in  the  World  fhould  repre- 
fent  it  only  as  a  feigned  Trage- 
dy. Be  fure,  the  Judge  doth  not 
here  fay,  that  the  Righteous 
fhall  (it  as  Spectators  in  a  Play- 
houfe,  and  fee  the  Wicked  acting 
a  Tragedy ;  but,  that  they  (hall 
fee  them  deftroyed,  andpunifhed 
according  as  they  had  deferved. 

But,  how  comes  King  David 
to  be  here  brought  in,  as  fpeak- 
ing  of  a  Tragedy  afted  in  a  Play- 
houfe  ?  Was  he  ever  at  a  Play  in 
his  Life  ?   Was  there  any  fuch 

thing 
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thing  ever  feen  in  his  Court  ?  or 
in  all  Hierufalcm  ?  or  in  all  his 
Kingdoms  ?  or  in  all  the  World, 
at  that  time  ?  If  there  had,  we 
fhould  certainly  have  heard  of 
it,  fome  where  or  other.  But 
we  know*,  that  both  the  Thing 
and  the  Word  was  invented  by 
the  Greeks,  a  long  time  after 
King  David's  Reign.  And,  there- 
fore, it  is  an  unaccountable  piece 
of  Liberty,  or  rather  Licentiouf- 
nefs  of  Poetry,  to  make  him  al- 
lude to  Spectators  fitting  and 
feeing  a  Tragedy  afted,  at  a  time, 
when  there  was  no  fuch  Thing 
in  the  World. 

This  is  bad  enough:  But 
there  is  ftiil  a  great  deal  worfe 
in  this  poetical  Strain.  For, 
though  David  compofed  the 
Pfalms,-  he  did  it  by  the  Infpi- 
ration  of  GOD.  It  was  the 
Holy  Ghoft  that  fpoke  in  him, 

and 
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and  by  him.  So  that  Almighty 
GOD  Himfelf  is  here  repre- 
fented  as  alluding  to  Tragedies, 
in  the  Promifes  which  he  makes 
unto  his  People;  telling  them, 
that  when  the  Wicked  fhall  be 
punilhed,  they  fhall  fit  and  look 
on,  as  a  Spectator  doth,  when  a 
Tragedy  is  a&ed  in  a  Play-houfe. 
But  it  cannot  befuppofed,  that 
he  fliould  thus  fignify  his  Pleafure 
to  his  People,  by  fuch  a  Simili- 
tude, if  the  Thing  itfelf  was 
dtfpleafing  to  him.  His  very  al- 
luding to  it,  upon  fo  folemn  an 
Occafion,  would  be  a  fufficient 
Indication,  that  he  approved, 
•or,  at  leaft,  allowed  of  it.  In- 
fomuch,  that  if  there  had  been 
any  fuch  Expreffion  in.  the  Text 
of  the  Pfalms,  none  could  have 
doubted  of  the  Lawfulnefs  of 
a&ing  or  feeing  Tragedies,  or 
other  Plays  afted  \  the  Holy 
Scripture  itfelf  being,  upon  this 

Sup- 
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Suppofition,  fo  plainly  for  it* 
And  they  who  believe  this  to  be 
a  true  Verlion  of  that  Holy 
Book,  can  have  nothing  to  fay 
againft  it. 

For,  fuppofe  one  of  our  ho- 
neft  Country-men,   being  invi- 
ted to  go  to  fee  a  Tragedy,  and 
having  fome  Scruples  upon  him* 
whether  it  was    lawful  or  no, 
fhould  go  to  one  of  his  Neigh- 
bours, that  is  reckoned  a  judi- 
cious and  knowing  Man,  to  be 
refolved  in  the  Cafe.    He,  ha- 
ving heard  the  Queftion,  pre- 
fently     returns    this    Anfwer : 
Neighbour,   I  do   not  wonder  that 
you  make  a  Queftion  of  it,  whether 
you  may  lawfully,  go  and  fee  a  Tra- 
gedy, or  other  Play  afted,  and  there 
fpend  fome  of  the  Time  that  lies  fo 
heavy  upon  your  hand ,  for  I  tnyfelf 
had  once  fuch  a  Scruple  in  my  Mind* 
But  it  is  gone  now,  fo  that  I  make  no 

doubt 
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doubt  at  all  of  it  ',  face  our  Doftor 
brought  down  the  New  Book  of 
Pfalms,  which,  you  know,  is  now 
ttfed  every  Sunday  in  our  Churchy 
by  his  Order*  For,  looking  over 
that  Book y  J  find,  there  were  Tra- 
gedies atted  in  David'/  Time,  and 
People  then  ufed  to  fit  as  Spectators  ^ 
as  they  now  do  in  our  Tlay-houfes. 
David  f peaks  of  it  as  a  known  and 
common  thing  in  thofe  days,  without 
blaming  them  for  it  :  Which  he,  be 
fure,  being  a  Man  after  G  OD's  own 
Heart,  would  have  done,  if  it  had 
been  any  way  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
GOD.  And  not  David  only,  but 
GOD  Himfelf,  fpeaking  in  him% 
faith,  that  his  People  fliall  fee  the 
Wicked's  fatal  Tragedy,  and  fit  there 
as  glad  Spectators,  much  pleafed 
with  the  Act.  It  is  true,  I  do  not 
find  this  in  the  Pfalms  that  are  in 
our  Bibles  or  Common-Prayer- Books^ 
nor  in  our  Old  Singing- Pfalms  :  But 
it  is  in  this  New  Book  of  Pfalmsr 

which 
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which  being  the  lafl^  mufi  need*  be 
the  befi  :  As  our  DoElor,  be  fure, 
knows,  otherrvife  he  would  never 
have  brought  it  among  us,  who  are 
committed  to  his  Care  ;  much  lefs 
would  he  have  fuffered  it  to  be  fung 
in  our  Church,  in  time  of  Divine 
Service.  And,  therefore,  you  can- 
not doubt,  but  that  this  is  done  exact- 
ly according  to  the  Mind  of  GOD, 
in  Scripture.  And  feeing  GOD 
Himfelf  here  fpeah  of  his  People's 
fittirtg  as  Spectators  to  fee  a  Tra- 
gedy, without  the  leafi  Intimation, 
that  he  would  not  have  them  do  it  j 
you  cannot  in  reafon  make  any  Que- 
ftion  of  it,  but  that  it  is  agreeable 
to  his  Will ',  and  you  may  lawfully  go 
when  you  pleafe,  to  fee  a  Tragedy^ 
having  now  his  Licence  and  Autho- 
rityfor  it. 

Now,  what  can  our  honeft 
Man  reply  to  all  this  ?  This  is  fo 
natural  a  way  of  reafoning  among 

our 
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our  Country-people,  that  there 
is  no  withftanding  it.  They 
know  the  Pfalms  of  David  are 
part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures: 
They  fee  this  New  Verfion  exprefly 
called  The  Pfalms  of  David  in 
Print-,  and  they  fingit,  as  fuch, 
in  their  Church,  by  the  Order  of 
the  Minifter  who  hath  the  Care 
of  their  Souls ;  and,  therefore, 
cannot  but  believe  it  to  be  the 
very  Word  of  GOD,  as  much  as 
any  other  part  of  the  Holy  Scri- 
ptures. And  feeing  it  is  here 
laid,  that  the  Righteous  fliall 
look  on,  and  fee  the  Wicked's 
deferved  Tragedy,  they  prefent- 
ly  conclude,  that  they  not  only 
may,  but  ought  to  go  and  fee  a 
Tragedy  a&ed,  that  they  may 
be  able  to  underftand  this  part  of 
Scripture.  For,  if  they  fliould 
never  fee  one,  how  can  they  tell 
what  is  meant  by  being  a  Specta- 
tor there?  And,  therefore,  make 

no 
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no  farther  Scruple  of  it.  Thus, 
by  having  this  Verfion  commonly 
ufed  among  them,  People  may 
be  brought  to  believe,  that  the 
afting  and  feeing  Tragedies,  or 
any  fort  of  Plays,  is  allowed  and 
authorized  by  GOD  Himfelf : 
Which ,  whatfoever  the  Stage 
may  have,  I  am  fure,  the  Church 
hath  no  caufe  to  thank  the  Au- 
thors for. 

Not  that  I  think  they  had 
any  fuch  ill  Defign  in  compofing 
this  New  Vtrfion.  For,  though  I 
have  no  perfonal  Knowledge  of 
them,  yet  from  their  employing 
their  Thoughts  and  Parts  upon  fo 
Divine  a  Subjeft,  I  cannot  bat 
believe,  that  their  Aim,  in  gene- 
ral, was  good  j  and  that  thefe 
and  fuch-like  Expreflions,  (of 
which  there  are  feveral  in  this 
Verfion)  which  feem  to  have  an 
ill  Tendency,  dropt  from  them 

una- 


Old  Singittg-Vfalms.      7«l 

unawares,  without  their  forefee- 
ing  the  ill  Ufe  that  fome  Men 
may  make  of  them.  Neither  do  I 
fee,  how  it  can  be  avoided  in  any 
Verfion,  which  the  Author  con- 
trives to  make  fine  and  modifh. 
For,  when  that  is  in  the  Eye,  it 
will  hinder  it  from  looking  much 
farther.  If  a  Word  or  Phrafe  ap- 
pear but  gay  and  fafhionable  at 
prefent,  little  Regard  will  be  had 
to  any  remoter  Confequences  that 
may  follow  upon  it  :  And  not 
much,  whether  it  be  fit  and  pro- 
per for  the  Place  it  is  defigned 
for ;  at  leaft,  not  fo  much  as  is 
neceffary  in  a  Verfion  of  any  part 
of  Holy  Writ }  which  is  no  far- 
ther true,  than  as  it  agrees  exact- 
ly with  the  Original  Text.  Tho' 
the  Poetry  be  never  fo  exacl,  and 
the  Style  as  elegant  as  Words 
can  make  it  i  yet,  after  all,  un- 
lefs  it  truly  and  fully  exprefleth 
the  Meaning  of  the  Divine  Au- 
thor, 
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thor,  it  fails  in  the  main  Point : 
It  is  no  true  Verfion,  nor  deferves 
to  be  called  by  that  Name. 

But  now,  as  to  the  Old  Ver- 
fion, the  Gompofers  and  Review- 
ers of  that,  having  more  Regard 
to  the  Senfe  than  to  the  Words, 
and  to  the  Words  no  farther  than 
as  they  might  belt  reprefent  the 
Senfe,  they  ufed  no  more  than 
what  were  juft  neceflary  to  the 
tranflating  the  Senfe  into  Ewlijl* 
Meeter,  and,  therefore,  none  that 
could  be  liable  to  Mifconftrudti- 
on,  any  more  than  the  Senfe  it- 
felf  is.  And  whatfoever  other 
Accomplifhments  it  may  feem  to 
want,  it  hath  this,  the  greateft 
Accomplifhment  of  any  Verfion  *, 
that  it  is  true,  or  agreeable  to 
the  Text :  Exprefling  the  Senfe 
and  Meaning  of  it  all  along,  in 
as  fit  and  proper  Words  as  could 
be  then  found  out  in  the  Englifi 

Tongue, 
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Tongue.  Infomuch  that  altho' 
fome  few  of  the  Words  being  not 
fo  commonly  ufed  in  this  Age  as 
they  were  in  that,  it  hath  been 
thought  expedient  to  have  them 
changed  for  fuch  as  are  now  in 
common  Ufe  i  yet  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  do  it,  without  altering 
the  Senfe  too.  It  hath  been  at- 
tempted, as  I  obferved  before, 
in  fome  late  Editions :  But  to 
little  purpofe  •,  as  might  eafily 
be  (hewn  from  many  Inftances. 
It  may  be  fufficient,  at  prefent, 
to  give  one  or  two. 

Th  e  Word  that  mofl  ftumble 
at,  is  at  the  very  Threfhold,  in 
the  firft  Verfe  of  the  firft  Pfalm, 
which  the  laft  Tranflation  in 
Profe  renders  thus ;  Blejfed  is  the 
Man  that  walketh  not  in  the  CounfeL 
of  the  Vngodly,  nor  ftandeth  in  the 
way  of  Sinners,  nor  fitteth  in  the 
Stat  of  the  Scornful.  Only  in  the 
E  Margin, 
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Margin,  over-agtinft  the  Word 
Vngodly,  is  put,  or  Wicked,  that 
ye  may  take  whicl.  ye  pleafe, 
they  being  both  much  of  the  fame 
Signification.  But  in  our  Old 
Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms  in  Mee- 
ter,  this  Verfe  runs  thus : 

The  man  is  bleft  that  hath  not  bent 

To  wicked  rede  his  ear, 
Nor  led  his  life  as  finners  do, 

Nor  fate  in /corners  chair. 

That  which  they  find  fault  with 
here,  is  the  Word  rede,  which, 
they  fay,  is  now  grown  out  of 
ufe,  fo  that  many  do  not  know 
the  Meaning  of  it.  But,  mult 
the  Word  be  blamed  for  People's 
Ignorance  ?  This  is  not  only  the 
belt,  but  the  only  EngUJh  Word 
1  know  of  in  all  our  Tongue, 
that  fignifies  that  which  we  o- 
therwife  call  Advice,  or  Covnfel  ■? 
For  thefc  two  Words,  the  one  is 

taken 
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taken  from  the  French,  the  other 
from  the  Lattne  :  But  rede  is 
truly  and  originally  an  Englifi~ 
Saxon  Word}  commonly  ufed, 
to  this  Day,  in  Germany^  from 
whence  our  Language  came.  On- 
ly  there  they  now  write  it  R\mt\ 
as  in  Poland,  Rada  }  in  Holland, 
JRaed.  In  our  old  Saxon  Books  it 
is  written  Rab.  And,  there- 
fore, Rede,  as  it  is  written  in  the 
Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms,  (not 
read,  as  in  fome  later  Editions) 
is  properly  a  true  Englijh  Word, 
and  was  always  ufed  in  the  fame 
Signification  as  we  now  ufe  Coun- 
fel  and  Advice,  Words  plainly  of 
foreign  Extra&ion.  And,  there- 
fore, I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  it 
ihould  give  place  to  them.  It  is 
very  hard,  that  a  Native  of  our 
own  Country  fhould  be  caft  out, 
only  to  make  way  for  a  Forei- 
gner ;  and  that  too,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  becaufe  he  is  Old  : 
E  2        Whereas, 
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Whereas,  for  that  very  reafoa, 
he  ought  rather  to  be  kept  io, 
and  maintained.  Let  any  one, 
if  he  can,  find  a  better  Englifh, 
truly  Engltfl*  Word  to  put  in  its 
place.  I  believe,  he  will  find  it 
an  hard  matter.  Be  fure,  they 
who  have  taken  it  out  in  the 
late  Editions,  have  left  the  place 
empty  :  For,  they  have  thus  al- 
tered the  two  firft  Lines  of  the 
faid  Verfe. 

The  man  is  blefi  that  hath  not  lent 
To  wicked  men  his  ear. 

Where,  we  fee,  the  Word  rede 
is  left  out,  and  no  other  of  the 
fame  or  like  Signification  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  room  of  it  ^  where- 
by the  Senfe  is  made  imperfeft, 
and  far  fliort  of  the  Defign  of 
the  Holy  Writer  in  that  place. 
For,  he  defcribes  that  Man  to  be 
BlelTed,  that  doth  not  hearken  to 

the 
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the  Rede  of  ungodly  and  wicked 
Men,  fo  as  to  do  what  they,  as 
fuch,  advife  him  to.  Whereas, 
according  to  this  Verfion ,  he 
muft  not  fo  much  as  lend  his  Ear 
to  wicked  Men,  or  hear  any  thing 
they  fay  ;  whether  they  give  him 
any  Counfel,  or  not.  Which  is 
far  from  the  Senfe  of  the  Text : 
Neither  can  it  be  rightly  expref- 
fed  without  the  Word  rede^  or 
fome  other  equivalent  to  it  \ 
that  being  the  nioft  material 
Word  in  that  part  of  the  Text> 
without  which,  theDefign  of  the 
Place  is  wholly  loft :  As  it  plain- 
ly is  in  this  New  Alteration  of 
the  Old  Verfion ,  where  that 
Word  is  neither  expreflcd,  nor 
fo  much  as  implied.  So  difficult 
a  thing  it  is,  to  alter  any  thing  in 
the  Old  Verfion,  without  making 
it  worfe. 

E  i  But 
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B  u  t  let  us  try  another  Place ; 
where  a  Word  occurs,  that,  at 
fifft  Sight,  may  feem  the  ftran- 
geft  of  any  in  the  Book.  It  is  in 
the  Tranflation  of  thefe  Words 
of  the  Pfalmift:  There  Jhall  no  evil 
befal  thee,  neither  jhall  any  flagu* 
come  nigh  thy  dwelling,  Pf.  XCL  10. 
Which  the  Old  Veriion  in  Meeter 
renders  thus  : 

Thoujhdlt  not  need  no?ie  ill  to  fear, 
With  thee  iPftall  not  mell  ; 

RFor-.et  the  plagvefiall  once  come  near 
The  hovfe  where  thou  dofi  dwell. 

Here,  in  the  firft  Line,  are  two 
Negatives,  which  was  ufual  here- 
tofore, and  as  Emphatical  in  £«- 
glijh,  asmGreek.  But  that  which 
they  are  fo  much  difpleafed  with 
here,  is  the  Word  mell.  If  it 
had  been  meddle,  they  would 
have  liked  it  well  enough  j  for 
then  the  Senfe  would  have  been 

plain 
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plain  to  them  alfo,  the  very  fame 
that  it  is  in  the  Text,  It  fall  not 
hefal  thee)  or  meddle  with  thee. 
But,  what  is  this  Word  mell?  In 
plain  Englijh,  it  is  nothing  but 
the  very  Word  meddle  rightly 
fpelt  and  pronounced,  as  our 
learned  Etymologift  hath  obfer- 
ved  *,  and  it  is  ftilt pronounced  fo 
in  the  Northern  Counties,  figni- 
fying,  to  mingle  onefelf  with  any 
other's  Perfon,  or  Matter,  And, 
therefore,  how  ftrange  foever 
the  Word  may  feem,  it  is  much 
ftranger,  that-  any  fiiould  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  it,  for  its  being 
rightly  fpelt.  They  fhould  ra- 
ther commend  this  Verfion,  for 
keeping  up  the  right  Pronuncia- 
tion of  the  Word,  which  other- 
wife  might  have  been  loft  -7  at 
leaft,  in  fome  Places,  where  it 
hath  been  long  corrupted.  But, 
let  us  now  hear  how  well  they 
who  undertook  to.  mend  the  Old 
E  4-  Trail- 
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Tranflation,  have  mended  the 
matter  in  this  place.  They  have 
thus  altered  it  in  fome  late  Edi- 
tions. 

No  evil  thou  Jhalt  need  to  fear^ 
With  thee  it  frail  go  well. 

Where  we  may  pbferve,  that  as 
in  altering  the  Word  Rede,  they 
come  fhort  of  the  Senfe  of  the 
Text,  fo  here  they  go  beyond  it. 
For,  it  is  not  herefaid,  It  frail  go 
well  with  thee ,  that  is  more  than 
is  in  the  Text,  which  faith  only* 
no  evil  frail  befal  thee.  So  that 
this  Alteration  fails  as  much  in 
adding  to  G  O  D's  Word,  as  the 
other  doth  in  diminifhing  from 
it.  Both  which  Faults  ought  to 
/>e  carefully  avoided  in  all  Tran- 
flations  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  as 
they  are  in  this  Old  one  in  Mee- 
ter,  fo  exa&ly,  that  it  is  evident 
from  thefe,  as  well  as  from  many 

other 
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other  Inftances,  that  there  is  no 
meddling,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  no  mefling  with  itf 
without  fpoiling  it. 

This  may  ferve  as  a  Specimen 
of  what  may  be  faid  in  Defence 
of  the  Old  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms, 
againit  the  New  Alterations  that 
have  been  made  in  it.  I  never 
heard  who  made  them,  nor  by 
what  Authority  it  was  done,  or 
whether  by  any  at  all :  But  who- 
foever  it  was,  he  took  upon  him 
a  greater  Task  than  he  was  a- 
ware  of,  and  more  than  was  fit 
for  one  Man  to  undertake*  For, 
this  Old  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms 
in  Meeter,  was  the  Work  of  ma- 
ny, if  not  of  moft  of  the  learn- 
ed Men  of  that  Time.  Though 
it  was  compofed,  at  firft,  by  fewT 
yet,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
it  was  afterwards  reviewed  and 
compar'd  with  the  Hebrew \  which 
E  <j  could 
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could  not  be  done,  but  by  the 
moft  Learned  of  that  Age  •,  who 
took  fuch  Pains,  and  ufed  fuch 
Skill  in  doing  it,  that  there  was 
not  a  Verfe,  not  a  Sentence,  not 
a  Word,  but  what  was  ftriftly 
examin'd  by  them  \  and  nothing 
fuffer'd  to  pafs,  but  what  was 
proper  to  exprefs  the  true  Senfe 
and  Meaning  of  the  Text  all  a- 
long :  Infomuch  that  when  it  was 
fet  forth,  it  found  that  general 
Applaufe  and  Approbation,  that 
it  was  ufed  by  all  the  Clergy  and 
Laity,  Learned  and  Unlearned, 
all  over  the  Church  and  King- 
dom }  and  continued  to  be  fo  for 
above  140 Years  together:  And 
after  all  this,  for  a  private  Per- 
son to  undertake  to  correct  and 
mend  it,  was  a  bold  Attempt. 
And  though  1  doubt  not,  but  he 
defign'd  to  ferve  the  Church  in 
it  -,  yet  he  could  hardly  have 
done  it  a  greater  Diflervice ,  in  a 

thing 
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thing  of  this  nature.    For,  the 
Singing-Pfalms  being  now  prin- 
ted (I  know  not  by  what  Au- 
thority) with  thefe  Alterations, 
and   commonly  bound   up  with 
our  Bibles  and  Common-Prayer- 
Books  ;  when  People  come  to 
ling,  as  they  are  wont,  to  the 
Honour  of  God,  fome  ling  one 
thing,  and  others  another;  which 
breeds  a  great  Confufion,  where 
every  thing  Ihould  be  done  de- 
cently and  in  Order,    And  be- 
fides,  it  is  a  great  Cheat  put  up- 
on   the   People,    that  buy    the 
Pfalms.     They  think   they  boy 
one  thing,  when  they  have  ano- 
ther.   They  expeft  fuch  Singing- 
Pfalms  as  theyufed  to  have,  and 
are  put  off  with  fuch  as  are  ib 
altered  in  many  places,  that  they 
are  not  the  fame :    And  not  al- 
tered for  the  better  neither,  but 
generally  for  the  worfe.    For,  I 
do  not  perceive,   that  if  is  any 
E  6 
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where  alter'd  for  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  but  only  to  accommodate 
it  to  the  Humour  of  the  prefent 
Age  ;  not  to  the  Text.  It  a- 
greed  with  that  well  enough  as  it 
was  before  ;  and  thefe  Altera- 
tions are  fo  far  from  making  it  a- 
gree  better,  that  theyoften  make 
it  differ  from  the  Senfe  of  the 
Text,  as  in  the  Inftances  above- 
mention'd,  and  in  many  other, 
which  might  be  producM,  if  there 
was  occafion  for  it. 

Wherefore,  all  things  con- 
JiderM,  I  do  not  fee  wherein  this 
Old  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms  in 
Meeter,  is  one  jot  the  better  for 
the  Alterations  that  have  been 
made  in  it,  nor  what  Meceflity 
there  was  of  making  any  at  all; 
much  lefs,  how  a  thing  of  fuch 
publick  Ufe,  can  ever  be  alter'd 
without  publick  Authority  ;  or 
by  that,  fo  as  to  be  made  much 

better 
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better  than  it  is,  or,  at  leaft, 
than  it  was,  when  firft  fet  forth 
and  publifhed.  It  hath  fince  that 
time  been  often  printed,  oftner, 
I  believe,  than  any  one  Book  in 
'England.  And  when  the  Prefs 
hath  committed  an  Error  in  one 
Edition,  it  is  commonly  propa- 
gated, and  runs  through  all  that 
follow  after.  By  which  means, 
there  are  feveral  fuch  Errors  got 
into  it-,  which  have  given  the 
greateft  Occafion  to  all  the  Cla- 
mours that  have  been  made  a- 
gainft  it.  If  they  could  be  mend- 
ed, fo  that  we  could  have  the 
whole  Book  as  it  was  at  firft  com- 
pofed  and  corre&ed,  there  could 
be  no  material  Exception  made 
againft  it,  by  any  who  prefer  the 
plain  Word  of  GOD,  before 
their  own,  or  other  Mens  Con- 
ceits. And  take  it  as  it  is  now 
commonly  printed,  with  all  its 
Faults,  (except  fuch  as  fpoil  the 

Senfe) 
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Senfe)  and  you  will  find,  upon 
an  impartial  Examination,  that 
they  are  fo  few,  and  thofe  few 
fo  inconfiderable,  in  companion 
of  what  may  be  found  in  other 
Books  of  the  fame  kind ;  and  that 
the  whole  is  generally  fo  well  a- 
dapted  to  the  Text,  and  to  the 
Ufe  it  was  defign'd  for-,  that 
there  is  no  Reafon  why  it  Ihould 
be  laid  afide,  but  all  that  can  be 
imagined,  in  a  thing  of  this  na<- 
tare,  that  it  fhould  ftill  be  conti- 
nued, and  ufed  as  it  hath  been  all 
along  ever  iince  our  Reforma- 
tion. 

For,  fuppofe  it  was  not  fo 
good  a  Verfion  as  really  it  is, 
but  only  tolerable,  fo  that  it  may 
ftill  be  ufed,  as  it  hath  been  hi- 
therto, without  any  Detriment 
to  the  Church,  Reproach  to  Re- 
ligion, or  Hazard  of  People's 
Souls  $  yet  it  having  been  ufed  all 

along 
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along  in  our  Church,  fince  it  was 
reformed  %  to  throw  it  away 
now,  and  take  up  another  in  its 
ftead,  what  a  Reflexion  would  ■ 
that  be  upon  our  Reformers  ? 
People  would  be  apt  to  think, 
they  were  a  Company  of  very  ig- 
norant or  carelefs  Men,  that 
knew  not  how  to  make  a  good 
Verfion  of  the  Pfalms,  or  if  they 
did,  yet  they  fet  forth  fuch  a 
one  to  be  fung  in  all  Churches, 
that  was  not  fit  to  be  fung  in  a- 
ny  Church  at  all,  any  longer 
than  until  wifer  Men  could  be 
found  out  to  make  a  better : 
And,  by  confequence,  that  what- 
soever elfe  they  did,  being  of 
the  fame  piece  with  that,  was  fo 
Weak,  that  it  could  never  have 
held  up  fo  long,  but  would  have 
fallen  to  the  Ground  before  now, 
if  it  had  not  been  backed  with 
the  Laws  of  the  Realm,  as  the 
Book   of  Common-Prayer  was, 

And 
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And  it  was  very  well  it  was  fo. 
For,  otherwife,  at  this  rate,  that 
alfo  would  be  laid  afide,  when- 
foever  Two  or  Three  can  agree 
together,  to  (hew  their  Talent  in 
making  new  Forms  of  Prayer : 
And  fo,  in  time,  we  might  have 
as  many,  or  more  than  ever: 
One,  fecundum  ufum  London ;  an- 
other, fccundum  ufum  Richmond ; 
another,  fecundum  ufum  Strum  ; 
and  fo  on,  ficundum  ufum  of  every 
City  and  great  Town  in  England. 
For,  there  is  no  fuch  Place,  but 
may  afford  fome  or  other  that 
think  themfelves  wifer  than  all 
their  Fore-fathers,  and  capable 
of  making  better  Prayers,  as  well 
as  better  Tranflations  of  the 
Pfalms :  But  if  this  Liberty  fhould 
be  allowed  to  any  that  have  a 
Mind  to  take  it,  what  would 
become  of  our  Reformation  ? 
That  alfo  muft  be  reformed,  and 
every  thing  that  was  then  done, 

now 
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now  laid  afide,  to  make  way  for 
Something  that  will  fuit  better 
with  the  Genius  of  the  prefent 
Age  *,  which  abounds  in  Learn- 
ing, and  Wifdom,  and  Piety,  fo 
far  beyond  the  laft,  that  there  is 
no  Comparifon  between  them.  I 
heartily  wifli  it  did  fo  :  But  there 
is  little  fign  of  it,  when  we  are 
fo  infenlible  of  GOD's  Goodnefs 
to  us  in  what,  was  then  done, 
and  fo  ungrateful  to  the  happy 
Inftruments  of  it,  as  to  find  fault 
thus,  without  any  Ground,  with 
what  they  did,  and  throw  it  a- 
way  as  Stuff  not  fit  for  the  Ufe 
they  made  it  for. 

Neither  doth  this  refleft 
only  upon  our  firft  Reformers, 
but  likewife  upon  all  the  Convo- 
cations that  have  been  held  ever 
fince.  They  are  the  proper  Judges 
of  what  is,or  is  not, fit  to  be  ufed 
in  the  Service  of  G  O  D.    And 

all 
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all  the  Members  of  them,  both 
in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfe, 
knew,   all  along,  that  this  Old 
Translation  of  the  Pfalms   was 
ufed  in  all  the  Churches  through- 
out the  Kingdom,  and  particu- 
larly in  thofe  to  which  they  them- 
felves  belonged  ;  and  yet  we  do 
not  hear  that  any  of  them  ever 
cenfurM  it,  or  fo  much  as  com- 
plained of  it,    much    lefs   con- 
demned it  to  be  caffc  away,  or  de* 
fir'd  that  a  New  one  might  be 
made  and  ufed  inftead  of  it.    If 
any  of  them  had  done  thus,  they 
would,  certainly,  have  taken  care 
that  fuch  a  one  might  have  been 
made,   and   reviewed   by  them- 
felves,or  fome  appointed  by  them 
to  do  it,   that  it  might  be  fet 
forth  with    their  Approbation, 
as  well  as  by  the  King's  Autho- 
rity :  But  feeing  that  was  never 
done,  it  is  evident,  that  all  the 
Convocations  that  have  been  held 

fince 
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fince  the  Reformation,  have  ap- 
proved of  this  Tranflation,  fa 
far,  at  leaft,  that  it  might  be 
ftiH  continued  in  the  Church,  and 
never  judged  it  either  neceflary 
or  expedient,  that  any  other 
fhould  be  brought  in,  or  the  Old 
one  fo  much  as  alter'd  ;  which 
would  be  a  great  Reproach  to 
them,  and  fo  to  the  whole 
Church  of  EngUnd  reprefented 
by  them,  if  there  was  any  real 
Neceflity  of  either. 

A  nd  as  the  whole  Church  in 
general,  fb  every  particular  Bi« 
(hop,  Parfon,  and  Vicar  in  it,  is 
concerned  to  defend  himfelf  from 
the  Afperfion  which  would  be 
hereby  caft  upon  him.  For,  they 
having  all,  in  their  refpedtive 
Diocefes  and  Parifhes,  the  Care 
of  Souls  committed  to  them,  are 
obliged,  in  Confcience,  to  fee 
that    the    People    under    their 

Charge, 
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Charge,  have  all  things  neceflary 
to  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls, 
and  every  thing  the  beft  they 
can  get  in  its  kind.  But  they 
have  all  fuffer'd  their  Flocks 
to  ufe  this  Old  Verfion  of  the 
Pfalms  in  their  Churches,  and 
they  themfelves  have  joined  with 
them  in  it,  and  fo  have  commen- 
ded it  to  them  by  their  own  Pra- 
ctice, which  they  can  never  an- 
fwer  to  GOD  or  their  own  Con- 
ferences, if  it  was  fuch  a  Verfion 
as  was  not  fit  to  be  ufed  by  them, 
but  deferred  to  be  banifhed  out 
of  their  Churches,  that  another 
might  be  brought  in ,  which 
fhould  be  more  for  their  Edifi- 
cation. For,  I  do  not  hear,  that 
anyone  of  them  ever  admonifti'd 
his  People  of  this,  or  told  them, 
it  was  not  his  fault  they  had  not  bet" 
ter  Pfalms :  For  his  part^  he  did  not 
like  them,  but  would  endeavour  to 
get  them  better  asfoon  as  he  could  i 

but 
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but  they  mufiftay  till  better  could  be 
made,  and  allowed  to  be  fung  in 
Churches.  In  the  mean  while?  they 
muft  take  heed  how  they  vfe  theft 
Old  Pfalms  ?  for  though  they  might, 
perhaps?  be  tolerable?  and  ferve  well 
enough  for  the  blind  Times  they  were 
made  in?  yet  now  they  are  grown  old 
and  mufiy?  and  very  unwholfome 
Food  for  their  Souls.  This  every 
Minifter  was  bound,  fome  way  or 
other,  ta  give  his  People  Notice 
of,  if  there  was  any  fiich  Occasi- 
on, as  is  now  pretended,  for  it: 
And  they  were  highly  to  be  bla- 
med for  not  doing  it.  But  we 
never  heard  of  any  that  have 
done  it}  and,  therefore,  ought, 
in  juftice  and  Charity,  to  con- 
clude, that  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Clergy,  down  from  the  Re- 
formation to  the  laft  Year,  never 
looked  upon  it  as  a  Crime,  but 
were  fully  fatisfy'd  with  their 
and  their  People's  ufing  the  Old 

Ver- 
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Verfionof  Pfalms,  and  that  there 
was  no  Neceffity  of  introducing 
a  New  one,  as  fome  few  have 
lately  done,  and  fo  have  fepara- 
ted  themfelves  from  the  reft  of 
the  Body,  in  this  Particular,  for 
Reafons  belt  known  to  them- 
felves. 

But  what  would  the  People 
fay,  if  this  was  done  all  the  King* 
domover?  They  have*been  ac- 
cuftom'd  from  their  Youth  to  fing 
thefeOld  Pfalms  in  their  Church- 
es every  Lord's  Day,  and  have 
found  fuch  extraordinary  Benefit 
and  Comfort  from  that  moft  ex- 
cellent and  heavenly  Spirit  of 
Piety  and  Devotion  that  runs 
through  them,  and  moves  upon 
their  Souls  in  the  due  uft  of  them, 
that  they  have  got  many  of  them 
by  heart,  and  are  able  to  repeat 
and  fmg  them  by  themfelves,  in 
their  own  Houfes,  or  Clofets,  or 
wherefoever    they  are  \     And 

whea- 
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whenfoever  they  have  a  mind,  as 
all  good  People  often  have,  to  be 
chearful  and  merry,  to  rejoice  in 
the  Lord,  and  magnify  his  Glo- 
rious Name  for  his  manifold  Fa- 
vours and  Mercies  to  them  •,  then 
thefe    Pfalms   come    into   their 
Minds,    and  fill  them  with  un- 
fpeakable  Joy  and  Thankfulnefs 
to  GOD,  and  with  Reverence 
and  Fear  of  his  Holy  Name  :  So 
that  whatfoever  their  Condition 
is,  they  find  Something  here  that 
fuits  it,  as  exactly,  as  if  it  was 
defign'd  for  it.     They  alfo  that 
cannot  read,  by  the  frequent  ufe 
of  thefe  plain  Pfilms,   can  fay 
many  of  them  by  heart,  and  call 
them  to  Remembrance  upon  all 
Occafions ,    and    exercife    their 
Faith,  and  Fear,   and  Truft  on 
GOD,  in  the  Repetition  of  them. 
Upon   which,    and   many   fuch 
Accounts,  our  Common  People, 
which  as  they  are  the  far  greatelt 

Pare 
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Part  of  the  Nation,  fo  they  af- 
ford the  greateft  Number  of  fin- 
cere  Chriftians,  they  have  fuch  a 
Value  and  Fondnefsfor  thefeOld 
Pfalms,  that  they  would  not  part 
with  them  for  the  World  :  And, 
after  all,  to  force  them  from 
them,  would  be  to  rob  them  of 
the  Patrimony,  which  GOD,  the 
Church,  and  their  Fore-fathers 
have  left  them  for  their  Dire&i- 
on,  Inftru&ion,  and  Comfort,  in 
the  various  Changes  they  are  fub- 
je&  to  in  this  mortal  Life :  Info- 
much  that  I  have  fometimes 
wonder'd  to  hear,  how  they  have 
been  nettled  and  difturbed  at  the 
very  Report  that  there  was  fuch 
a  thing  in  hand  ^  Printing  of  Pa- 
pers, Writing  of  Letters,  and 
Running  about  with  them  to  all 
they  thought  would  have  any 
Compaflion  of  them  ;  begging 
and  befeeching  them,  as  for  their 
Lives,  that  they  would  ufe  all 

the 
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the  Intereft  they  had,  that  their 
Old  Pfalms  might  not  be  taken 
from  them.  From  whence,  the 
leaft  that  can  be  inferred,  is, 
that  whatfoever  other  People, 
who  feldom  ufe  thefe  Pfalms, 
and  never  any  otherwife  than  in 
a  cuftomary  and  fuperficial  man- 
ner, may  think  of  them,  yet  they 
who  have  been  long  accuftom'd 
to  an  hearty  and  fincere  Ufe  of 
them,  have  found,  by  their  own 
Experience,  that  they  have  been 
of  fuch  mighty  Advantage  to 
them,  that  they  cannot  bear  the 
Thoughts  of  being  deprived  of 
them,  or  having  any  other  im- 
posed upon  them.  And  what 
Neceffity  can  there  be  ?  What 
jdeafon  can  be  given  for  the  rai- 
ling fuch  a  Disturbance  in  the 
Nation,  about  the  Pfalms  that 
|ire  to  be  fung  in  Churches  ? 

F  Is 
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Is  there  any  thing  heretical 
in  that  Verfion  which  the  People 
fo  much  admire  ?  Any  thing  dis- 
agreeable to  the  Word  of  GOD  ? 
Any  thing  prophane,  light,  or 
comical  ?  Any  thing  tending  to 
Rebellion,  or  Sedition  ?  Any 
thing  that  may  be  eafily  turned 
to  the  Corruption  of  Peoples 
Faith  or  Manners  ?  I  wifh  the 
New  Verfion  was  as  free  from  all 
fuch  Imputations,  as  the  Old  : 
Which  is  fo  free  from  them,  that 
among  all  the  Exceptions  that 
have  been  made  againft  it,  no- 
thing of  that  nature  hath  been 
ever  charged  upon  it  ^  nor  can 
ever  be  :  It  being  fo  far  from  ha- 
ving any  thing  in  it  that  may  do 
Hurt,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
it,  but  what  may  do  People  as 
much  Good  as  it  is  poflible  for 
any  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms  to  do  : 
And,  therefore,  to  unfettle  Peo- 
ples 
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pies  Minds,  and  difturb  their 
Peace  and  Quiet,  by  calling  it 
out  of  the  Church,  after  it  hath 
been  fo  long  in  it,  is  a  thing  fo 
unaccountable,  that  one  would 
wonder  how  it  could  get  into  the 
Thoughts  of  any  Man,  that  ever 
looks  before  him,  and  confiders 
the  Confequences  of  what  he 
doth. 

N  e  1  t  h  e  ft  do  the  People  on- 
ly, but  the  Clergy  likewife,  fuf- 
fer  by  this  Attempt.   Many  have 
fuffer'd  already,  and  many  more 
vill  do  fo,   if  it  fhould  go  on.   I 
peak  not  of  the  hard  Words  that 
lave  been  given  them,  and  the 
;roundlefs  Reflexions  that  have 
)een   made    upon    thofe  whofe 
*  udgments  would  not  fuffer  them 
f  o  comply  with  it,  which  are  the 
ir  greateft  Part,  or  rather,  al- 
10ft  the  whole  Body  of  the  Cler- 
F2  gy. 
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gy.  For  they,  I  hope,  are  wifer 
Men,  and  better  Chriftians,  than 
to  take  Notice  of  fuch  Revilers, 
any  farther  than  to  pity  and  for- 
give them.  But,  whatDivifions 
will  this  make  among  the  Cler- 
gy themfelves  ?  While  fome  are 
for  the  Old  Verfioa,  other  for 
the  New  •,  one  ufeth  this,  ano- 
ther that,  in  his  Church :  And 
each  thinking  that  he  ufeth  the 
belt,  is  apt,  fuch  is  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  humane  Nature,  to  under- 
value the  other's  Judgment,  and 
caft  Reflexions  upon  him.  But, 
in  the  mean  while,  what  is  be- 
come of  our  Uniformity  ?  Is 
there  to  be  none  in  the  Church, 
but  what  is  to  be  fettled  by  Aft 
of  Parliament  ?  And,  wliat  will 
the  People  think  of  thefe  things  ? 
If  Ministers  themfelves  cannot  a- 
gree  about  it,  how  can  they  ex- 
pert their  Parifhioners  fhould  do 

fo? 
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fo?  And,  what  Confufion' will 
this  make  in  Parifhes,  where  the 
Minifter  brings  in  this  New  Fer- 
fton  ?  Some  of  the  People  may, 
perhaps,  fubmit  to  it,  but  other 
will  certainly  be  againft  it,  and 
againft  him  too,  for  bringing  it 
in  :  As  we  fee  by  the  Parifh  in 
London^  where,  as  I  have  read  ill 
Print,  the  Minifter  brought  it  in, 
and  the  Veftry  call  it  out  again. 
And,  what  could  the  Minifter 
fay  to  it?  For  they,  certainly, 
had  as  much  Right  to  throw  out 
the  New  Verficn,  as  he  liad  to 
throw  out  the  Old,  which  had 
been  ufed  there  before  he  or  his 
great  Grandfather  was  born,  un- 
lefs  he  be  a  very  old  Man  indeed^ 
But  at  this  rate,  how  can  Mini-' 
fters  keep  their  Parifhes  in  any 
tolerable  Order?  And  if  they 
cannot  do  it  in  London,  how  can 
our  Minifters  in  the  Country  do 
F  3  it? 
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it  ?  '  It  is  out  of  refpeft  to  them, 
that  I  have  written  this :  That 
they  may  not  hazard  the  Peace 
of  the  Church,  and  of  their  Pa- 
rifnes,  and,  consequently,  the 
Succefs  of  their  Miniftryj  and  all 
for  no  purpofe,  as  appears,  I 
Jiope,  Sufficiently  from  the  fore- 
going Difcourfe. 

But  I  am  much  of  Opinion, 
that  all  thefe  Pains  might  have 
been  fpared,  for  that  this  Old 
Verfion  of  the  Pfalms  in  Meeter 
can  never  be  call  out  by  any  Ar- 
tifice whatfoever  :  Forafmuch  as 
it  hath  not  only  immemorial  Cu- 
ftom  and  Prefcription  to  plead, 
(though  that,  one  would  think, 
fhould  be  enough  to  keep  it  in) 
but  it  is  got  into  almoft  all  the 
Bibles  and Common-Prayer-Books* 
as  well  as  Churches,  in  England. 
By  which  means5  there  are  Mil- 
lions 
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lions  of  them  difperfed  over  the 
Kingdom.  There  is  not  a  Fa- 
mily where  any  one  can  read, 
but  there  is  one  or  more  of  the 
Pfalm-Books  there  ^  and  in  many 
Families,  more  than  Inhabitants, 
So  that,  no  one  thing  can  be  lb 
properly  faid  to  be  got  into  all 
Hands,  as  this.  How,  then,  is 
it  poffible  to  get  it  out  again  t 
Muftall  the  Bibles  and  Common- 
Prayer-Books  be  changed,  or 
bound  up  anew,  that  the  AT<?n* 
Verfion  may  be  put  into  them? 
What  a  Charge  would  that  be  to 
the  Nation  ?  and,  When  could  it 
be  effected  ?  But  if  the  Old  be 
continued  in  all  the  faid  Books, 
as  formerly,  what  will  become  of 
the  New  ?  People  will  never 
mind  that,  fo  long  as  they  have 
another  in  their  Bibles  \  and  a 
better  too.  For,  all  that  I  have 
faid  about  the  Inconvenience  and 
F  4  ill 
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ill  Confequences  of  changing  the 
one  for  the  other,  is  only  upon 
Suppofltion,  that  they  were  of 
equal  Worth  and  Value  :  But  he 
who  confiders  how  much  the  Old 
is  plainer  to  all  Capacities,  bet- 
ter fitted*  to  raife  Devotion,  lefs 
liable  to  be  abufed,  and,  above 
all,  how  clofer  it  keeps  to  the 
Original  Text,  and  to  the  Senfe 
and  Meaning  of  G  O  D's  Holy 
Word,  than  that  which  is  now 
fet  up  againft  it  -0  can  never  think 
that  it  will  give  place  to  that  in 
all  Churches,  fo  long  as  there  is 
a  Man  in  England,  that  knows 
how  to  diftinguifh  between  them. 

But,  is  not  all  this  over-ruPd 
by  the  Royal  Authority?  That 
may  be  pretended,  but  without 
Ground.  The  New  Verfion,  they 
fay,  is  allowed  by  the  King  \  fa, 
as  we  have  fliewn,  was  the  Old  : 

Which, 
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Which,  therefore,  in  this  refpeft 
alfo,  ftands,  at  leaft,  upon  equal 
Ground  with  the  New.      And, 
though    the  King  hath  allowed 
the  New,  he  hath  not  forbidden 
the  Old :  Neither  hath  he  com- 
manded,  but  barely  allowed   the 
New  to  be  ufed  in  Churches  :  As 
appears  from  the  Order  itfelf,  as 
it  is  printed  \  wherein,  after  the 
Recital  of  the  Petition,  it  is  faid, 
His  Majefty  taking  the  fame  into 
his  Royal  Confederation^  is  fleafed 
to  order  in  Council,  that  the  faid 
New  Verfion  of  the  Tfalms  in  En- 
glifh  Metre  be,    and   the  fame  is 
hereby  Allowed,    and  Permitted  to 
be  ufed,   in  all  Churches,  Chappels, 
and  Congregations,  as  jl)all  think  fit 
to  receive  the  fame.      Where   W£ 
may  fee  his  Majefty's  great  Wif- 
dom,  and  Goodnefs,  in  that  al* 
though  he  was  graeioufly  pleafed 
to  allow  and  permit  thrs  Verfion, 
F  5  yet 
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yet  he  would  do  no  more  than 
only  allow  and  permit  it  to  be 
ufed,  and  that  too,  only  in  fuch 
Places,  as  jhall  think  fit  to  receive 
the  fame.  Here  is  no  Command  or 
Injun&ion,  nor  the  leaft  Intima- 
tion  of  his   Majefty's  Pleafure, 
that  it  fhould  be  any  where  re- 
ceived, but  rather  that  all  fhould 
confider,  (as  I  and  others  have 
done)  whether  it  be  fit  to  be  re- 
ceived, or  not  •,  and  then  to  re- 
ceive it,   or  not  receive  it,  ac- 
cording as  they  do  or  do  not 
think  fit.    So  that,  he  doth  not 
fo  much  as  allow  it  to  be  ufed  a- 
ny  where,  but  where  it  is  thought 
fit  to  be  received.     But   what, 
then,  is  the  EfFeft  of  the  Royal 
Fermiffion  or  Allowance  ?  It  hath 
this  great  EfFed,  that  by  vertue 
thereof,  this  New  Verfion  of  the 
Pfalms  may  now  be  ufed  in  all 
Churches,  Chappels,    and  Con- 

grega- 
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gregations,  as  fhall  think  fit  to 
receive  the  fame,  without  their 
being  liable  to  be  called  into  Que- 
ftion  for  it  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
Courts  •,  as  otherwife  they  might 
be.  Which  makes  me  fometimes 
wonder  to  hear,  that  in  fome 
Places  they  publickly  ufe  neither 
this  New  Ferfwn  of  the  Pfalms, 
nor  the  Old,  but  fome  other, 
which  were  never  allowed  by  any 
Prince,  who  alone  could  do  it. 
What  they  can  anfwer,  if  called 
to  Account  for  it,  I  know  not ; 
It  is  wetl  if  they  themfelves  do. 
But  this  New  Verfwn,  be  fure9 
may  be  lawfully  ufed  wherefoever 
it  is  thought  fit  to  be  received, 
now  that  his  Majefty  hath  been 
pleafed  to  permit  and  allow  it  \ 
although  he  hath  neither  com- 
manded, nor  fo  much  as  recom- 
mended it,  as  his  Royal  Grand- 
F  6 
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father  did  in  the  like  Cafe,  as  wc 
ffaall  fee  prefently. 

But  though  his  Majefty  hath 
not,  yet  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don, they  fay,  hath  recommended 
it.  Suppofe  he  hath,  he  recom- 
mended it  only  to  the  Clergy  of 
Iiis  own  Diocefe,  not  to  any  o- 
ther  :  And  his  Recommendation 
of  it  to  them  alfo  being  grounded 
upon  his  Majefty's  PermifTion,  it 
can  be  extended*  no  farther,  than 
that  he  recommends  it  to  be 
nfed  in  fuch  Churches  of  his  Dio- 
eefe,  as  fhall  think  fit  to  receive 
the  fame,  without  laying  any 
Command  or  Obligation  upon 
them  to  ufe  it.That  great  Prelate 
underftands  himfelf  better,  than 
to  take  upon  him  to  command 
that  which  his  Majefty  thought 
good  only  to  permit.  Neither 
do  I  find,  that  he  fent  his  Re- 

com- 
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commendation  to  his  Clergy  by 
an  Officer,  as  is  ufual  in  fach  Ca- 
fes, where  he  or  any  other  Bifhop 
iignifies  his  Pleafure  to  them, 
what  he  would  have  them  do.  I 
have  lately  feen  fome  of  his  Cler- 
gy, but  cannot  hear  that  he  ever 
fent  it  to  them,  or  any  way  re- 
commended it  to  them,  or  any 
one  particularly }  which  he  would 
certainly  have  done,  if  he  had  a 
mind,  or  thought  it  either  necef- 
fary  or  expedient  they  fhould  ufe 
it.  But  it  is  plain,  that  his  Lord- 
fhip  alfo  leaves  all  under  his  Ju- 
rifdiction  to  the  Liberty  which  is 
given  them,  of  judging  whether 
it  be  fit  or  no.  And,  therefore, 
altho'  there  be  but  few  Churches 
in  his  Diocefe,  wherein  it  is  ufed, 
fo  few,  that  if  I  be  not  mif-in- 
form'd,  they  can  fcarce  be  termed 
any,in  comparifonofthofe  where- 
in it  is  not }  yet,  notwithftand- 

togi 
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ing,  I  never  heard  that  he  bla- 
med any  for  not  ufing  it ;  taking 
it  for  granted,  according  to  his 
wonted  Candor  and  Temper, 
that  the  only  reafon  why  they 
have  not  received  it,  is,  becaufe 
they  do  not  think  it  fit.  And,  in- 
deed, I  do  not  fee  how  they  can, 
confidering  the  great  Inconve- 
niences that  would  necefTarily 
follow  upon  it  i  fuch  as  make  it 
altogether  impra&icable.  Nei- 
ther is  this  the  firft  time  that  it 
hath  been  found  to  be  fo  ^  as  will 
plainly  appear  from  this  fhort 
Account  of  what  happen'd  in  the 
Reign  of  &ing  Charles  I. 

After  the  New  Tranflation 
of  the  Bible  was  finifh'd  by  the 
Order  of  King  James  I.  the  faid 
King  judging  it  very  proper  and 
convenient  that  a  New  Tranfla- 
tion of  the   Pfalms  in   Meeter 

fhould 
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fhould  be  made  exaftly  according 
to  that  [New  Tranflation  in  the 
Bible,  he  would  not  commit  that 
Work  to  any  other,  but  under- 
took it  himfelf,  employing  his 
vacant  Hours  in  the  compofing 
of  it,  till  he  had  collected  the 
whole  Book  of  Pfalms  into  Eng- 
HJh  Metre,  fo  exa&ly  according 
to  the  Senfe,  and  as  near  as  it 
was  poflible  to  the  very  Words  of 
the  New  Tranflation  in  Profe, 
that  he  fet  Verfe  by  Verfe,  one  in 
Profe  againft  the  other  in  Metre, 
that  any  one,  at  firft  Sight,  might 
fee  how  well  they  agreed.  After 
the  Advancement  of  this  wife 
and  learned  Prince  to  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven,  his  Son,  King 
Charfrs  I.  of  ever-blefTed  Memo- 
ry, finding,  among  his  Papers, 
this  New  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms 
in  Metre,  compofed  by  his  Royal 
Father,  he  ordered  it  to  be  print- 
ed, 
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ed,  and  it  is  ftill  extant,  with 
thefe  Words  on  the  Title-Page, 
The  Pfalmes  of  King  David,  Tran- 
flated  by  King  James  \  and  under- 
neath, CumPrivilegio  RegU  Ma- 
jeftatis :  And  on  the  oppofite 
Page,  his  Royal  Order,  concern- 
ing the  fame,  is  engraven,  in  thefe 
remarkable  Words. 


CHARLES 
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CHARLES  R. 

JLjAving  caufed  this  Tr infla- 
tion ofthePfalmes  (where- 
of our  late  dear  Father  was  Au- 
thor) to  be  perufed,  and  it  he* 
ing  found  to  he  exaUly  and  tnu 
ly  done y  We  do  hereby  authorize 
the  fame  to  be  In/printed,  ac- 
cording to  the  Patent  granted 
thereupon,  and  do  allow  them 
to  be  fun g  in  all  the  Churches  of 
our  Dominions,  recommending 
them  to  all  our  good  Subjeft* 
for  that  effe&. 


Whence 
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Whence  we  may  firft  obferve, 
that  King  Charles  himfelf  here  po- 
fitively  affirms,  under  his  Hand, 
that  his  Father  was  the  Author 
of  this  Tranflation  of  the  Pfalms. 
So  that   we   cannot   doubt  but 
that  he  really  was  fo •,  how  in? 
credible  foever  it  may  feem,  that 
he  fhould  find  Leifure  to  com- 
plete fuch  a  Work }    the  only 
Work  we  know  of  this  Nature, 
that    was  ever    compofed  by  a 
Prince  of  fo  large  Dominions* 
But  he  hath  other  Works  befides 
this,    ftill  extant,    lingular  and 
extraordinary  in  their  kind.   We 
may  here  likewife  obferve,  that 
although   this  Verfion    of    the 
Pfalms    was  made  by   a    King, 
and  by  his  own  dear  Father,  yet 
King  Charles  I.  would  not  let  it 
pafs  into  the  World,  nor  allow 
it  to  be  ufed  in  Churches,   till 
he  had  caufed  it  to  be  perufed 

by 
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by  fuch  whofe  Judgments  he 
could  rely  upon,  that  it  was 
exaftly  and  truly  done ,  or  an«  exaft 
and  true  Tranflation  of  David's 
Pfalms.  When  he  was  fully  fa- 
tisfy'd  in  that  Point,  by  fuch 
learned  Men  as  he  had  entrufted 
with  the  Perufal  of  it,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  he  authorized 
it  to  be  printed,  and  allowed  it 
to  be  fimg  in  all  Churches  of  his 
Dominions  \  without  any  Limita- 
tion, and  without  making  any 
Queftion  but  that  all  Churches 
of  his  Dominions  would  think 
fit  to  receive  a  Verlion  of  the 
Pfalms,  made  by  his  Father,  al- 
lowed  by  himfelf,  and  fb  well  ap- 
proved of  as  that  was.  Yet  how- 
foever,  that  he  might  give  it  all 
the  Countenance  and  Encou- 
ragement, that  a  thing  of  this 
nature  was  capable  of,  he  did 
not  only  allow  it  to  be  fung  in 

all 
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all  Churches  of  his  Dominions; 
but  recommended  it  alfo,  under 
his  Royal  Hand  too,  to  all  his 
Subjetts  for  that  effett^  even  that 
they  fhould  ufe  it  in  all  their 
Churches. 

How  can  any  New  Verfion  of 
the  Pfalms  in  Metre,  ever  come 
upon  the  Old  with  greater  Force 
and  Advantage,  than  this  did  ? 
Who  could  have  thought,  but 
that  this  would  have  been  recei- 
ved and  ufed  in  all  the  Churches 
of  England^  with  Applaufe  and 
Triumph,  and  with  Acclamati- 
ons of  Joy  and  Thankfulnefs,  to 
the  Memory  of  fo  great  a  Mo- 
narch, employed  in  fo  good  a 
Work?  Especially,  when  it  was 
not  only  allowed,  but  recom- 
mended by  another  Monarch, 
whofe  Piety  and  Goodnefs  was 
too  great  for  this  World  to  bear 

long, 
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long,  and  whofe  Praife  was  then, 
and  ever  will  be,  in  all  Churches. 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that 
many  immediately  receiv'd  it, 
many  more  than  have  received 
that  which  is  now  fet  up:  Yet, 
after  all,  they  could  not  hold  it 
long  i  but  they  who  had  taken  it 
up-,  were  foon  forced  to  lay  it 
down  again.  The  Old  Verfion 
had  got  fuch  firm  Pofleffion  of 
the  Hearts  of  the  People,  as  well 
as  of  the  Churches,  that  it  could 
not  be  removed  or  turned  out, 
no,  not  by  a  Royal  Verfion,  re- 
commended and  confirmed  by 
Royal  Authority  }  but  flill  it 
kept  its  Place  in  the  Church, 
and  hath  continued  to  do  foall 
along  to  thefe  Times ;  whereas 
the  other  hath  lain  hid  for  thefe 
many  Years  in  private  Studies, 
and  Libraries,  known  to  very 
few,  andufed  publickly  by  none. 

And, 
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And,  if  a  Tranllation  of  King 
David's  Pfalms  into  Eriglifb  Me- 
tre, made  by  King  James,  and 
recommended  by  King  Charles  h 
to  be  ufed  in  all  Churches  j  if 
that  was  not  able  to  juftle  out 
the  Old  Tranflation  that  was 
made  by  The  Sternhold,  John  Hop* 
kins,  and  others  ;  how  any  other, 
much  lefs  one  made  by  private 
Perfons,  and  never  recommended 
by  any  Priace,  can  ever  do  it, 
let  all  the  World  judge. 

Some,  perhaps,  may  wonder, 
why  any  one  fhould  thus  trouble 
himfelf  about  fo  low  and  mean 
a  Subjeft,  as  this  is  generally 
thought  to  be.  But  I  think  no- 
thing mean  or  low,  that  hath  a- 
ny  Relation  to  the  Service  of 
GOD,  and  his  Church.  And 
although  I  was  furpriz'd,  at  firft, 
with  the  Report,  that  there  was 
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a  New  Verfion  of  the  Pfalms  in 

Metre,  defigned  to  be  brought 

over  the  Head  of  the  Old,  yet 

1  had  no  Thoughts  of  taking  any 

farther  Notice  of  it,   till  very 

lately,  that  I  heard,  by  a  fecond 

Rebound  from  the  Prints  which 

go  about  the  Country,  that  the 

New  Verfion  was  received  into  a 

great  Church  near  the  City  of 

London.     Whether  it   be  fo  or 

no,  I  know  not.   But  howfoever* 

this  put  me  upon  thinking,  how 

much  it  concern'd  all  the  Mem-' 

bers,  as  well  as  the  Clergy,  of 

the  Church  of  England^  to  ftand 

up  for  her  Reputation  in  ufing 

the  Old  Verfion  fo  many  Years 

together,    as   She    hath   done, 

when,  if  there  had  been  any  fuch 

Need   or   Occafion  for  it,   She 

had,  all  along,  learned  Men  e- 

ncugh  to  have    made   another, 

much  better  than  the  New.    I 

do 
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do  not  fay,  than  the  Old  :  Nei- 
ther did  She  think  fo  :  If  She 
had,  She  would,  moft  certainly, 
have  procured  fuch  a  one  ■>  be 
made  and  allowed  before  now. 
And,  withal,  I  confider'd  how 
much  it  behoves  all  that  are 
really  for  our  Reformed  Church, 
to  ftand  up  for  thofe  who  re- 
formed it,  and  for  what  they  did 
to  that  intent  and  purpofe  •,  who 
did  all  things  fo  well,  that  if  the 
Difcipluie,  Worfhip,  Manner  of 
Life,  and  every  thing  elfe,  as 
well  as  Do&finer,  eftablifh'd  by 
them,  could  have  been  kept  up 
and  pra&ifed  according  to  their 
pious  Model  and  Defign,  ^  our 
Church,  as  then  reformed,  might, 
uj^ler  God's  Protedtion,  have 
eontinu'd  fo,  without  Interrup- 
tion, to  the  End  of  the  World. 
Now  Mercy  and  Truth  prefervc 
it! 

FINIS. 


